A significant  star  note  discovery  in  Dr.  Jackson’s  prize-winning  display  of 
First  Charter  National  Currency  Notes  is  described  on  page  163 
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A Saskatchewan  Law  Stamp  Variety 


By  DUDLEY  W.  ATWOOD 


I collect  the  revenue  stamps  of  Canada  and  its  provinces  and  have  some  proofs  and 
essays  of  these  revenues.  Being  a member  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society  I thought  you 
might  be  interested  in  this  article,  even  though  it  is  not  about  proofs  or  essays. 
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It  is  about  the  first  and  second  issue  of  law  stamps  of  the  province  of  Saskatchewan. 
They  are  easy  to  plate  (if  you  can  find  the  stamps)  because  Bileski,  the  dealer  in 
Winnipeg,  Canada,  has  the  original  plate  prints  of  the  background  and  the  main  design 
of  both  the  first  and  second  issues. 

Few  of  these  were  stamps  printed,  anywhere  from  60  to  240  sheets  of  25  stamps  each. 
In  the  first  issue  there  were  12  denominations  from  the  5c  to  the  $20.00  value.  In  the 
second  issue  there  were  eight  denominations  from  the  5c  to  the  $3.00  value.  I have 
plated  six  values  of  the  first  issue  and  all  eight  values  of  the  second  issue. 

These  law  stamps  were  all  type  set  by  a printer  on  different  colored  surface  colored 
papers;  all  are  perforated  12  and  all  of  the  margins  are  imperforate.  On  the  first  issue 
the  words  “CENTS”  or  “DOLLARS”  are  2^2  mm.  above  the  bottom  frame  line  of  the 
stamp.  On  the  second  issue  these  words  are  1^2  mm.  above  the  frame  line. 

The  first  issue  came  out  in  July  1907,  and  was  used  only  one  month  until  August 

when  it  was  replaced  by  the  second  issue,  which  was  used  until  October  1907.  Each 

stamp  is  a little  different  than  the  others  as  each  one  was  type  set. 

On  checking  the  varieties  on  these  plates  I noticed  one  that  was  very  unusual.  It 

was  position  ^23  in  the  sheet  on  the  75c  of  the  second  issue.  There  were  2000  of  these 
printed  (80  sheets).  They  are  brown  on  dark  red  surface  colored  paper  and  the  lettering 
is  in  black.  The  word  CENTS  was  spelled  CCNTS.  Its  position  as  ^23  is  proven  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  imperforate  on  the  bottom  (bottom  of  sheet)  ; also  a constant  variety 
on  the  stamp  is  an  extra  blurred  line  to  the  right  of  the  buckle.  I have  checked  this  position 
on  the  other  seven  values  and  none  are  spelled  this  way  but  they  all  have  the  extra  blurred 
line  at  the  right  of  the  buckle. 

Something  must  have  happened  to  the  E of  CENTS  and  in  setting  type  a printer 
used  a C to  replace  the  E.  There  are  79  other  sheets  of  this  stamp  but  I have  never 
seen  another  position  ^23  so  I cannot  tell  whether  it  is  constant  or  not. 

Seventy  years  have  passed  since  these  stamps  were  printed,  so  I think  I was  very 
fortunate  to  find  this  oddity  after  all  this  time. 

The  photograph  was  made  in  black  and  white  with  a red  filter  (as  the  stamp  is  red) 
by  a member  of  the  Waterbury  (Conn.)  Stamp  Club,  Mr.  Erick  Schmeer,  whose  hobby 
is  photography. 


NEW  ZEALAND  PROOFS  “LIBERATED” 

The  November  1976  issue  of  The  Philatelic  Exporter  carried  the  following  notice 
regarding  the  disposition  of  proofs  for  New  Zealand’s  1975  health  issue: 

“A  warning  to  the  trade  has  been  circulated  by  the  Wellington  headquarters  of  the 
New  Zealand  post  office  to  the  effect  that  one  set  of  proofs  of  the  New  Zealand  1975 

‘Health’  issue  (3c  + ic,  4c  + ic,  and  5c  + ic.)  is  missing  from  its  files.  Seemingly  the 

proofs  were  lent  to  a printer  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of  publicity  material  for  the 
1975  ‘Health’  stamps.  On  completion  of  the  work,  the  proofs  could  not  be  found,  but 

unhappily  the  platemaker  who  had  custody  of  them  was  killed  in  a motor  car  accident 

about  the  same  time  as  the  work  on  the  publicity  material  was  finished,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  they  might  have  been  disposed  of  along  with  his  personal  effects.” 
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A True  Philatelic^Numismatic  Essay 

By  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

Photographs  by  Boutrelle 


WE  of  Essay-Proof  Society  stress  the  many  bonds  between  postage  stamps  and 
stationery,  coins,  and  paper  money  design,  but  rarely  do  we  find  an  item  which 
better  illustrates  the  philatelic-numismatic  connection  that  the  one  sold  in  the 
Jacques  Schiff,  Jr.,  Inc.  “Elite”  Auction  III  of  Sept,  ii,  1977.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
Mr.  Schiff,  we  are  able  to  illustrate  lot  238,  described  in  the  catalog  as  follows: 

“Nesbitt  3c  envelope,  gold  die  essay  on  coated  card,  w/2  sample  designs:  i w/'III” 
inside  fancy  “C”  surrounded  by  small  stars  in  circle;  accompanied  by  handwritten  letter 
from  George  Nesbitt  to  John  Marron,  3rd  Asst.  PiVIG,  dated  8/14/57,  describing  search 
for  head  of  Washington  die.”  (Price  realized  $420) 

A transcript  of  the  letter  follows: 

N etv  York,  August  J^th  jS^J 

Hon.  John  Aiarron,  (?) 

Third  Assistant  P.M.G. 

Dear  Sir  : 

As  per  understanding,  I called  at  the  United  States  Mint  yesterday,  but  did  not  see  Mr.  Snowdin  (?)  ; 
he  had  left  the  city  to  be  gone  several  days.  I saw  his  representative  who  introduced  me  to  the  Chief 
Die  Sinker — Mr.  Longfield.  IVIr.  Longfield  informed  me  that  there  was  no  head  of  Washington  at  the 
Mint  that  he  thought  suitable  for  the  purpose,  nor  could  he  tell  me  of  any  one  capable  of  producing 
what  I required.  He  thought  that  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Wright  had  left  a vacancy  in  that  branch 
of  art  not  easily  filled. 

Mr.  Longfield  recommended  the  enclosed  as  a suitable  mark  for  the  Three-Cent  Envelopes  and  sug- 
gested that  if  it  was  used  he  would  like  the  credit  of  originating  the  idea.  I told  him  I would  forward 
the  card  and  his  remarks  to  you. 

I shall  make  all  diligent  exertion  to  procure  a head  that  will  please,  and  will  inform  you  as  early 
as  possible  how  I progress. 

Very  respectfully, 

George  F.  Nesbitt 


A docketing  on  the  letter  reads: 

14th  August  1857 
G.  F.  Nesbitt 

Has  visited  the  Mint  about 
new  dies  for  envelopes. 

Specimen  within. 

Obviously,  from  the  tone  of  the  letter,  the  idea  for  the  coinage  type  design  came 
from  the  Post  Office  Department,  not  from  George  Nesbitt,  who  was  the  contractor  for 
postal  stationery  from  1853  to  i86g.  The  first  Nesbitt  series  was  current  from  1853 
to  i860  and  was  superseded  by  the  “star  dies”  of  1860-61.  Since  the  above  correspondence 
took  place  in  1857,  it  would  seem  that  POD  dissatisfaction  with  the  first  series  occurred 
long  before  it  was  replaced.  Perhaps  the  oval  embossed  “envelope”  stamps  reminded 
someone  of  the  coinage  aesthetic  and  prompted  an  attempt  to  correlate  the  envelope 
stamps  \A  ith  current  coinage  design. 

The  silver  three-cent  pieces  of  1851-1873,  the  smallest  of  all  U.  S.  silver  coins  and 
said  to  have  been  minted  for  the  purpose  of  buying  stamps,  were  authorized  by  Congress 
March  3.  1851.  They  are  all  of  basically  the  same  design  as  the  envelope  essay  shown 
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Close-up  of  essays  and  docketing. 
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Nesbitf  letter  accompanying  die  essays. 


here.  A Guide  Book  o{  United  States  Coins  by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  notes  that  issues  from 
1854  1^73  have  an  olive  spring  over  the  III  and  a bundle  of  three  arrows  beneath. 

The  proposed  stamp  design  has  the  original,  plain  reverse.  There  are  some  minor 
differentiating  points  on  the  obverse,  too,  but  they  obviously  didn’t  show  up  on  the  Mint’s 
essay  given  to  Nesbitt.  Of  course,  no  indication  was  given  as  to  the  choice  of  obverse  or 
reverse  design. 

Now  it  remains  for  someone  (George  Brett?)  to  explain  for  us  the  mechanics  of 
how  the  essay  was  created  from  coinage  dies. 
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The  Pictorial  Issues  of  French 
Colonies,  1891<^1941 

A Half^^Cemtiuiry  of  Design  and 
Production  in  Retrospect 

By  Robert  G.  Stone 

(Photographs  by  Adrien  Boutrelle) 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  135,  p.  117) 

Sec.  D1-D6.  The  French  West  African  Issues  of  1913-14:  Senegal  (Scott  type  A28, 
Yvert  Type  c),  Mauretania  (Scott  A4,  Yvert  c),  Upper  Senegal  and  Niger  (Scott; 
A4,  Yv  c),  Ivory  Coast  (Scott  A5,  Yv  c),  French  Guinea  (Scott  A6,  Yv  c),  Dahomey 

(Scott  A5,  Yv  c). 

Artistry  or  Not? 

These  stamps  did  not  excite  the  press  to  great  praise  but  neither  were  the  negative 
expressions  very  strong.  Maury,  who  was  so  impressed  by  the  maquettes,  must  have  been 
disappointed  in  the  stamps.  When  the  Mauretanias  came  out,  he  remarked  that  “the 
frame  was  too  large  and  the  inscriptions  to  small”  ( — it  is  true  they  are  hard  to  read). 
Once  again  he  noted  how  the  various  processes  in  fabricating  the  stamp  altered  (dele- 
teriously)  the  artist’s  work.  Of  both  the  Mauretania  and  Guinea  types  he  was  moved 
to  comment  how  their  “immense  frames  are  out  of  proportion  to  the  subjects”  and  in 
the  Guineas  he  notices  those  “fantastic  birds  near  the  bottom”.  He  thought  the 
Mauretania  colors  well  chosen  and  harmonious  but  some  confusion  possible  between  the 
ic  and  iF,  the  2c  and  20c,  etc.  UEcho  found  the  Mauretania  type  “ugly”,  and  com- 
plained that  the  new  design  of  Guinea  “does  not  relieve  the  ugliness  of  our  colonial 
issues,  having  frames  without  style  or  taste,  inscriptions  insufficiently  visible,  colors 
lamentable”  . . . while  the  new  Senegal  market  type  “in  a style  like  the  rest  of  the  FWA 
issues  is  muted  in  its  ugliness.”  La  Revue  Phil.  Fr.  echoed  UEcho  by  saying  “the  new 
Guinea  issue  doesn’t  improve  the  dullness  of  the  colonial  sets”. 

On  the  other  side,  Montader  did  not  agree  with  L'Echo  about  the  Guinea  stamps; 
he  thought  the  legends  “are  adequately  visible,  the  frames  are  in  a primitive  style 
congruent  with  the  simple  ornamentation  of  the  natives.  One  does  not  really  see  Negroes 
with  a roccoco  or  Renaissance  ornament,  which  one  could  more  properly  apply  to  French 
stamps.  Even  the  colors  chosen  do  not  seem  too  bad  and  several  combinations  are  well 
taken.  This  set  is  on  the  whole  superior  to  the  Mauretanias  and  even  more  so  to  the 
recent  Oceanias.  As  for  the  landscape,  I do  not  see  how  one  could  put  on  a Guinea 
stamp  anything  other  than  a scene  of  the  country  and  as  scenes  go  this  view  is  at 
least  equal  in  picturesqueness,  if  not  superior,  to  any  of  the  scenes  on  the  stamps  of 
Belgian  Congo  which  UEcho  so  admires.  If  one  wishes  to  make  comparison  with  the 
latter,  he  quickly  perceives  that  their  incontestable  superiority  comes  from  the  mode 
of  printing  (recess)  . . . Finally,  it  is  a pleasure  to  reproach  these  Guineas  stamps  for 
representing  Negroes  crossing  a ford;  would  the  sharp  critic  of  L'Echo  have  preferred 
to  see  tw’o  satisfied  Parisians  coming  out  of  Doucet’s,  or  the  Quat’  Z’arts  Ball,  or  the 
14th  July  Review?.” 

As  usual  it  remained  for  the  Comte  de  Pomyers  to  show  enthusiasm  for  such 
stamps  (“I^es  Timbres  de  Senegal”,  1959)  : “I'here  are  in  these  stamps  (Senegal’s) 
some  interesting  things,  it  is  simply  necessary  to  get  to  know  them.  Forty-five  years 
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Fig.  6b.  The  200Fr  Philexafrique  commemorative  stamp  of  Ivory  Coast 
R3public,  issued  Feb.  1969,  with  reproduction  in  the  upper  right  of  the 
Ebrie  Lagoon  5Fr  stamp  of  the  1914  issue. 


have  passed  and  these  works  are  still  always  a joy  to  our  eyes.  De  La  Neziere  and 
Abel  Mignon  are  two  celebrated  names  in  philately  to  whom  we  ow^e  some  of  the  best 
and  most  elegant  of  the  stamps  of  our  overseas  empire,  I recall  from  my  adolescence 
the  effect  of  the  Mauretania  landscape  with  its  gripping  evocation  of  the  desert”.  The 
Senegal  stamps  are  , . . “justly  considered  as  one  of  our  prettiest  colonial  series.” 

In  spite  of  De  La  Neziere’s  rather  monotonous  rectilinear  style  throughout  the 
FWAs  and  in  some  of  the  Syria,  Lebanon,  and  Morocco  designs,  he  was  not  completely 
hung  up  on  it.  For,  others  of  his  stamps  for  Syria  and  Lebanon  show  another  style 
characterized  by  circular  and  curved  lines,  and  his  two  stamps  for  France  (one  of  which 
he  only  engraved)  are  entirely  different.  Nevertheless  his  artistic  ideas  tend  to  the  stereo- 
typed and  are  not  very  imaginative.  His  “success”  as  a “colonial  painter”  seems  to  have 
been  chiefly  among  colonial  officials  rather  than  with  the  fraternity  of  artists  or  art 
specialists.  He  is  not  even  mentioned  in  the  biographical  works  on  French  artists  (which 
include  some  very  minor  ones!),  Maury  tells  us  that  De  La  Neziere  was  commissioned, 
while  on  a sojourn  to  the  Far  East,  to  do  portraits  of  the  Emperor  of  Annam  and 
the  Emperor  of  Korea.  He  was  also  commissioned  to  decorate  the  building  of  the  West 
African  Colonies  at  the  Marseille  Colonial  Expo  of  1906  and  a panel  on  ethnography 
for  the  Brussels  Expo.  He  was  given  the  “much-sought-for  appointment  (title)  of 
‘Painter  to  the  Ministry  of  Colonies’”.  The  Government  purchased  from  him  a series 
of  water  colors  which  are  (or  were)  exhibited  in  the  Musee  du  Luxembourg.  Somehow 
all  this  suggests  the  career  of  a rather  hack  artist. 

The  subject  scenes  in  De  La  Neziere’s  EWA  designs  have  a photographic  quality 
which  the  engravers  were  remarkably  faithful  in  copying — compare  the  maquettes  with 
the  proofs,  as  illustrated  here.  We  have  to  believe  the  subjects  were  actually  painted 
since  Maury  saw  the  maquettes.  However,  in  the  long  series  of  De  La  Neziere’s  de- 
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signs  for  Syria,  Lebanon,  and  Morocco,  it  is  hard  to  believe  the  subjects  were  not 
photographs,  paricularly  since  these  stamps  were  all  printed  in  helio.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  evidence  that  those  designs  were  all  engraved  in  typo  and  the  helioplates  made 
from  proofs  thereof.  De  La  Neziere’s  flair  for  stylized  mosaic  motifs  and  ethnographic 
touches  in  his  frames  was  well-suited  to  convey  a feeling  for  the  culture  of  Moslem, 
oriental  and  African  countries.  And  this  may  have  been  the  source  of  his  popularity. 
De  La  Neziere  denied  that  he  was  requested  to  include  the  ethnological  devices  in  the 
frames  of  the  FWAs  but  admitted  that  the  administration  suggested  subjects 
related  to  the  principal  products  of  he  colonies.  The  ornamentations  in  the  frames  were 
his  own  idea,  he  said.  He  took  them  from  sculptures  and  crafts  he  had  seen  in  the 
colonies.  The  ones  on  the  Guinea,  Mauretania  and  Upper  Senegal  designs  are  from 
leather  work  and  those  of  Senegal  are  from  a calabash  he  brought  back. 

Emmanuel  Froment  and  Abel  Mignon  were  involved  in  the  engraving  or  design  of 
a number  of  later  French  colonial  and  French  stamps.  But  we  have  not  found  any 
other  indications  of  their  recognition  as  artists.  Their  work  shows  competence  without 
distinctive  traits  or  originality. 

No  inkling  has  come  our  way  as  to  how  much  the  officials,  settlers,  and  natives 
of  FWA  liked  or  disliked  these  1913-14  designs.  The  subjects  should  not  have  offended 
the  natives  but  the  quality  of  reproduction  may  not  have  been  as  good  as  the  officials 
would  have  wished.  The  long  period  of  use  does  not  really  prove  a popularity,  for 
economic  circumstances  apparently  opposed  any  early  replacements.  In  1969,  to  com- 
memorate the  Philexafrique  show  at  Abidjan,  each  of  the  west  and  equatorial  African 
republics  w'hich  were  formerly  French  colonies  issued  a stamp  whose  design  Included  a 
reproduction  of  one  of  the  stamps  of  their  predecessor  colony.  Only  Ivory  Coast  chose 
to  reproduce  one  of  the  1913  FWA  types.  Most  of  them  had  later  issues  to  choose  from 
which  they  apparently  liked  better. 


(To  be  continued) 


‘‘Essays  WMcE  Are  Not  What  They  Seem” 

By  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

IN  Journal  No.  134  we  described  more  decorative  drawings  supposedly  from  the 
Burrus  collection  that  are  being  sold  as  true  essays.  It  Avas  noted  that  auctioneer 
George  Alevizos  seemingly  correctly  categorized  them  in  his  descriptions.  Now  comes 
a note  from  Mr.  Alevizos  dated  Aug.  3,  1977  ^ 

“Regarding  those  Greek  ‘essays’  and  other  similar  items,  I have  obtained  further 
information  since  the  date  of  the  sale.  It  seems  as  though  these  items  are  complete 
fabrications  even  down  to  the  signatures  of  Burrus  and  Singer. 

“When  I first  obtained  these  items,  I contacted  several  of  the  leading  dealers  to  try 
to  ascertain  their  status.  Unfortunately,  np  one  seemed  to  know  very  much  about  them. 
I placed  them  in  the  auction  with  the  caveat  but  I did  not  believe  them  to  be  original 
essays  and  estimated  them  appropriately.  I regret  having  run  these  items  but  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done  now. 

“1  hope  this  helps  to  clarify  the  status  of  these  ‘essays’.  Hopefully,  it  will  prevent 
anyone  else  from  being  taken  in.” 

Mr.  Alevizos  is  to  be  commended  for  his  forthriglit  stance.  At  the  very  least  these 
elaborate  concoctions  should  be  approached  with  great  skepticism! 
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CLAUDE  M.  JOHNSON 

I J893  mat  jo  1900 


“Too  Many  Chiefs  and  Not  Enough 

Indians’’ 

By  GLENN  E.  JACKSON 

CLAUDE  JOHNSON  was  the  last  chief  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Engravinp;  and  Print- 
ing and  the  first  director.  During  his  tenure  the  Bureau  assumed  the  printing  of 
our  postage  stamps  and  also  produced  the  famed  1896  “Educational  Series”  of 
Silver  Certificates.  The  following  letter  written  hy  Mr.  Johnson  relative  to  the  title 
given  him  as  the  head  of  the  Bureau  was  found  recently  in  the  National  Archives: 
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Hon.  A.  M.  Dockery, 

Chairman,  Sub-committee  &c., 

Committee  of  Appropriations, 

House  of  Representatives  U.S. 

Sir  : — 


February  iSqS. 


I beg  to  recall  an  interview  we  had  last  year  relative  to  a change  of  title  to  the  head  of  this  Bureau 

and  his  assistant.  The  present  titles  are  “Chief  of  Bureau”  and  “Assistant  Chief”,  and  it  is  desired  to 

have  them  changed  to  “Director”  and  “Assistant  Director”.  The  reasons  for  this  proposed  change  I 
explained  in  the  interview  above  referred  to,  but,  lest  you  may  have  forgotten  them,  will  briefly  say 
that  upon  my  assuming  charge  of  this  Burciau  it  was  reorganized  into  divisions  and  the  heads  of  each 
division  were  designated  as  chief  and  assistant  chief  of  division.  The  result  is  that  the  Bureau  has 
quite  a number  of  employees  addressed  as  “chief”  and  “assistant  chief”,  and  some  confusion  is  caused  by 
the  similarity  between  the  titles  of  the  chief  and  assistant  chief  of  bureau  and  those  of  the  heads  of  the 
different  divisions.  I assume  that  when  a similar  recommendation  was  submitted  by  me  last  year  the 
Legislative  Bill  had  progressed  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  make  the  desired  change. 
I therefore  repeat  the  recommendation  in  the  hope  that  such  is  not  the  case  at  this  time. 

When  at  the  Capitol  last  I had  a conversation  with  Gov.  Sayers  upon  this  subject  and  sought  an 

interview  with  you,  but  you  were  absent.  I am  quite  sure  that  Gov.  Sayers  will  approve  of  this  change 
should  he  be  interviewed  upon  the  subject.  As  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  last  year  approved  a recom- 
mendation to  this  effect  forward  to  the  sub-committee  of  the  Senate  having  charge  of  the  Legislative  Bill, 
the  proposed  change  has  his  approval  also. 


Very  respectfully, 

Claude  M.  Johnson 
Chief  of  Bureau. 

INTERESTING  anecdotes  and  information  about  Claude  Johnson  are  found  in  the 
Thomas  F.  Morris  II  book  The  Life  and  W ork  of  Thomas  F.  Morris  1852-18Q8. 
There  is  correspondence  from  Johnson  as  “Chief  of  Bureau’’  written  in  1893  to  Morris 
inducing  him  to  join  the  Bureau  as  “Superintendent  of  the  Engraving  Division’’.  In 
Morris’  own  correspondence  he  alternately  referred  to  the  position  as  “Chief”  and 
“Superintendent”,  and  in  the  Treasury  Department  certificate  of  appointment,  it  is  called 
“Chief  of  Engraving  Division  in  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.”  Morris  explained 
in  a letter  to  his  daughter  that,  “Of  course,  you  understand  that  the  position  of  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  is  merely  a political  position  and  lasts  for  four  years,  while  that  of 
Superintendent  is  honorary,  appointed  according  to  ability  and  may  last  any  number  of 
years  ...  I have  been  placed  in  a very  distinguished  position  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  of  this  United  States,  and  it  is  the  highest  position 
of  its  kind  in  this  world.” 

Claude  Johnson  had  been  appointed  in  1893  to  his  office  by  Treasury  Secretary  John 
Griffin  Carlisle,  a Cleveland  appointee.  Both  Carlisle  and  Johnson  were  Kentuckians. 
Johnson  had  been  the  Democratic  mayor  of  Lexington  for  eight  years,  active  in  the  state 
party  organization  as  well. 

Dissension  arose  between  Morris  and  Johnson,  as  described  in  the  above  mentioned 
biography:  “But  my  father’s  journals  make  it  manifest  that  soon  after  he  took  office  he 
was  intrigued  principally  by  projects  which  Mr.  Johnson  glowingly  predicted.  The  one 
was  a plan  of  Secretary  Carlisle’s  to  substitute  for  the  national  currency  a new  issue  of 
Silver  Certificates  of  unprecedented  beauty,  subjects  which  more  dramatically  portrayed 
the  nation’s  resources,  genius  and  power.  Apparently  the  Secretary,  too,  had  felt  the 
influence  of  popular  interest  generated  hy  the  Columhian  Exposition  in  the  arts  and 
wished  to  reflect  it  in  all  government  emissions  of  securities  and  notes.  Newspapers 
also  had  been  publicizing  the  criticism  of  art  circles  against  both  hank  note  company  and 
Bureau  designs  as  static,  stylized,  unimaginative  and  inartistic.  The  later  newspaper 
publicity  planted  by  Johnson  in  his  own  name  and  in  frequent  releases  about  “True 
Art  in  Legal  Tender”  attests  to  the  desire  of  the  I'reasury  Department  to  provide  an 
awakened  popular  Interest  in  the  arts.  Mr.  Johnson  led  my  father  to  believe  that  his 
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position  in  effect  made  him  second-in-charge  of  the  Bureau;  this  proved  illusory  when 
Thomas  ,J;.  Sullivan  was  soon  introduced  to  Tom  Morris  under  the  title  of  “Assistant 
Chief  of  the  Bureau.” 

Other  chapters  in  the  book  describe  in  detail  the  conflicts  between  the  pre-selected 
designers  of  the  Silver  Certificates  and  Morris,  and  the  failure  of  Johnson  to  rely  on  the 
latter’s  counsel  for  the  proper  adaptation  of  the  elaborate  designs  for  practical  engraving. 
Johnson  eventually  had  to  defer  to  Morris’  superior  judgment,  but  Morris  left  the 
Bureau  in  1897  because  of  ill  health  and  Johnson  survived  as  a “gold  Democrat”  in  the 
Republican  McKinley  administration. 

The  final  irony  of  the  nomenclature  confusion  is  that  Tom  Morris  was  not  an 
engraver  but  a designer,  despite  his  title,  and  this  anomaly  carries  over  to  the  present 
when  those  unaquainted  with  his  career  refer  to  him  as  an  engraver  on  the  basis  of  his 
title. 


“Old  Abe’’  Joins  the  Mexican  Eagle 

Walter  Allan,  our  member  in  Oakville,  Ontario,  reports  that  the  “Old  Abe”  eagle 
vignette,  the  subject  of  Dr.  Jackson’s  article  in  Journal  No.  133,  appears  on  stock 
certificates  of  the  Guanajuato  Consolidated  Mining  & Milling  Company.  The  certificate, 
printed  by  American  Bank  Note  Co.  and  using  its  version  of  the  Old  Abe  engraving, 
also  features  the  Mexican  eagle  with  serpent  symbol. 


CJibraltcr  Essays  and  Proofs  Listed 

In  the  long-running  serial  “Posted  in  Gibralter”  by  W.  Hine-Haycock,  in  Robson 
Lowe’s  The  Philatelist,  the  essays  and  proofs,  trials  and  specimens  of  the  possession  s 
stamps  are  listed  and  illustrated  in  detail  in  the  April  and  May  1977  issues. 
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Retiremeet  of  James  Coelon  and 

Renneth  DeHart 

(In  line  with  EPS  policy  of  recording  biographical  information  about  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing  executives,  artists  and  craftsmen,  we  present  the  following 
information  on  the  retirement  of  James  A.  Conlon  as  received  from  Mr.  H.  T.  Krisalc, 
Supt.  of  Management  Services  Division  of  the  Bureau,  and  a brief  biography  of  Kenneth 
DeHart  by  CRorge  Brett.) 


AMES  A.  CONEON,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  1907~77> 
began  his  tenure  with  the  Bureau  in  1942  with  his  appointment  as  an  Apprentice 
Plate  I’rinter  \\  hich  was  interrupted  by  military  service  in  \\  orld  ar  11.  I pon 
returning  to  the  Bureau,  he  assumcil  increasing  degrees  of  responsibility  within  the 
Bureau  management  line,  such  as.  Head,  Quality  C'ontrol  Branch;  Assistant  Chief  and 
then  ('hief,  ( )lTice  of  C'urrencv  and  Stamp  Manufacturing:  Assistant  Director  and  then 
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Deputy  Director  of  the  Bureau;  and  was  promoted  to  the  Director  position  in  October 
1967.  His  special  career  recognitions  include  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury’s  Exceptional 
Service  Award  in  1970  ^^d  the  Alexander  Hamilton  Award,  Treasury’s  highest  honor, 
in  January  1977. 

IVIr.  Conlon  was  born  Feb.  21,  1921  in  New  York  City  and  his  early  education  was 
obtained  there.  Subsequent  to  his  Army  service  he  attended  George  Washington  University 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  majoring  in  Business  Administration,  and  completed  such  specialized 
training  courses  as  Statistical  Quality  Control,  Alethods  Engineering,  Executive  Develop- 
ment, and  Labor-Management  Relations. 

During  his  tenure  as  Director,  Mr.  Conlon  was  instrumental  in  advancing  the  state- 
of-the-art  in  the  designing,  engraving,  and  printing  of  United  States  securities.  He  con- 
stantly promoted  the  Bureau’s  commitment  to  research  and  development,  productivity 
improvements,  and  creative  financial  management.  Many  of  the  engineering  innovations 
accomplished  by  the  Bureau  during  the  past  10  years  were  the  result  of  this  commitment 
and  have  been  adopted  by  several  foreign  governments  for  use  in  their  own  security 
printing  plants. 

Postage  Stamp  Production; 

In  order  to  gain  the  capability  to  meet  the  requirements  for  gravure  printed  postage 
stamps,  the  first  high-speed,  web-fed,  seven-unit,  gravure  press  was  delivered  to  the 
Bureau  in  1970.  This  press,  approximately  no  feet  long,  weighs  62  tons  and  can  print 
both  sides  of  the  web  of  paper  during  the  same  pass  through  the  press.  The  acquisition 
of  this  press  also  permitted  the  Bureau  to  undertake  the  printing  of  aerogrammes,  hereto- 
fore produced  by  the  Government  Printing  Office. 

^'hree  other  postage  stamp  presses  have  recently  been  placed  into  production.  They 

are : 

a.  The  Web  3-Color  Intaglio  Press,  obtained  in  1975,  for  the  production  of  coil  stamps. 
All  requirements  for  coil  stamp  printing  were  included  in  this  specially  designed  press 
which  included  3-color  intaglio  printing,  tagging,  and  precanceling  (when  required) 
capabilities.  The  press  operates  at  a speed  of  300  feet  per  minute  and  can  produce  15-20 
million  stamps  per  eight-hour  shift.  The  first  stamp  produced  on  this  press  was  the  13c 
Flag-Independence  Hall  stamp. 

b.  The  Web  8-Color  Gravure/Intaglio  Press,  which  is  capable  of  producing  postage 
stamps  in  eight  colors  (three  intaglio  and  five  gravure).  It  also  incorporates  additional 
features  required  by  the  Bureau,  including  perforating  and  tagging.  The  gravure  and 
intaglio  units  have  the  capability  of  operating  in  tandem. 

c.  The  Intaglio  Color  “8”  Press,  which  is  a four-plate  three-color  sheet-fed,  high- 
speed, intaglio  press  having  a production  rating  of  9,000  sheets  per  hour.  This  press  has 
the  capability  to  print  in  three  colors  simultaneously  from  each  plate  using  water  wipable 
inks. 

During  1976-1977  the  Bureau  installed  equipment  for  mechanizing  the  manufacture 
of  postage  stamps  in  book  form.  This  equipment  can  print  the  book  covers,  collate  the 
covers  with  postage  stamps,  and  process  the  finished  books  in  one  continuous  operation. 
Substantial  manpower  savings  and  lower  production  costs  are  to  be  realized  through 
the  acquisition  of  these  Booklet  Forming  Machines. 

Currency  Production: 

During  the  past  lO  years  the  Bureau  has  replaced  obsolete  currency  printing  equip- 
ment wfith  modern  high-speed,  sheet-fed,  rotary  presses.  The  productivity  of  these  high- 
speed presses  is  approximately  three  times  greater  than  that  of  old  models  obtained  in 
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1957-  This  modernization  program  continued  throughout  Mr.  Conlon’s  tenure  as 
Director. 

In  order  to  supplant  most  of  the  labor-intensive  manual  currency  finishing  operations, 
the  Bureau  developed  and  installed  a prototype  Currency  Overprinting  and  Processing 
Equipment  (COPE)  during  1971.  COPE  overprints  16-subject  currency  sheets,  ac- 
cumulates them  into  units  of  100  sheets,  and  conveys  them  to  cutting  knives.  The  units 
are  cut  into  two-subject  units  and  then  into  individual  notes.  Units  of  100  notes  are 
banded  and  conveyed  to  a carrousel  for  further  processing.  The  Bureau  presently  has 
seven  of  these  systems  operating. 

Productivity: 

Under  Mr.  Conlons  leadership,  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  received 
wide  recognition  as  a productive  organization.  Government,  university,  and  private  con- 
sultant studies  have  affirmed  its  long  record  of  effective  performance.  For  example: 

• A 1973  survey  by  the  Arizona  State  University  Bureau  of  Business  and 

Economic  Research  on  “Factors  Affecting  Worker  Productivity”  concluded:  “The 
Bureau  has  reversed  all  of  the  trends  toward  inefficiency  and  lower  production  that 
it  once  faced.  Apparently,  a balance  has  been  found  between  emphasis  on  employee 
satisfaction  and  employee  productivity.”  , 

• An  extensive  1974  diagnostic  study  of  the  Bureau’s  operations,  effectiveness, 
and  planning  conducted  by  Arthur  D.  Little,  Inc.,  said,  in  part:  “The  Bureau’s 
productivity  record  since  1967  is  exemplary  . . . The  savings  realized  from  produc- 
tivity improvements  total  more  than  $50  million  in  the  past  decade.”  In  summarizing 
its  findings,  Arthur  D.  Little,  Inc.,  stated,  “The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
is  one  of  the  most  effectively  managed  organizations  with  which  we  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  work.” 

• A study  team  from  Arthur  Anderson  and  Company  said,  concerning  Bureau 
productivity  management  systems:  “The  Bureau  has  developed  and  implemented 
significant  technological  advances  that  have  resulted  in  an  impressive  productivity 
record  . . . These  are  ‘state  of  the  art’  efforts  . . . (They)  also  reflect  the  Bureau’s 
commitment  to  research  and  development  which  has  been  a key  factor  in  the  attain- 
ment of  vanguard  status.”  The  study,  published  in  1976,  also  noted  that  Bureau 
productivity  increased  at  twice  the  private  sector’s  and  three  times  the  Government’s 
rate  between  1967-1974. 

• The  General  Accounting  Office,  in  a recent  audit,  concluded:  “Bureau  man- 
agement has  evenly  applied  its  attention  to  cost  control  and  productivity  improve- 
ments . . . This  approach  has  resulted  in  a continuous  record  of  productivity  improve- 
ment.” 

In  addition  to  the  technical  and  productivity  advancements  noted  above,  Mr.  Conlon 
became  well  known  for  his  efforts  in  such  areas  as  Equal  Employment  Opportunity, 
Labor  Relations,  and  service  to  the  public. 


Kenneth  A.  DeHart,  Deputy  Director  since  July  1974,  retired  with  39  years  of 
service.  He  was  born  June  ii,  1918,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  and  began  work  at  the  Bureau 
as  an  Apprentice  Plate  Printer  in  1938.  As  with  Conlon,  he  was  directly  involved  in  M orld 
War  II,  returning  to  the  Bureau  after  his  military  service. 

He  progressed  up  the  line  in  the  Bureau,  liolding  successively  the  positions  of  Plate 
Printer;  foreman  of  Plate  Printers;  Assistant  Superintendent,  Plate  Printing  Division: 
Assistant  Chief,  Office  of  Manufacturing;  Chief,  Office  of  Securities  Processing;  Chief, 
Office  of  Engraving,  and  was  then  promoteil  to  Deputy  Director. 
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“A  Study  of  the  Five  and  Ten  Dollar  First  Charter 

National  Cnrreney  Notes’^ 

Prize-Winning  Display  of  DR.  GLENN  JACKSON 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  “write-up”  used  in  Dr.  Jackson’s  six  case  display 
at  the  1977  American  Numismatic  Association  exhibition  in  Atlanta  which  brought 
him  the  Sidney  W.  Smith  Award  for  Class  Two,  U.  S.  paper  money.  Amplifying 
information  about  the  events  referred  to  is  scattered  throughout  various  issues  of 
the  Journal.  See  the  annual  index  of  each  volume  as  well  as  the  25-year  cumulative 
index  published  in  No.  II2. 
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NHE  purpose  of  the  exhibit  was  to  show  the  sources  of  designs,  designs  considered 
(essays  or  models),  variations  in  designs  used  and  the  engravers,  along  with  the 
history  of  letting  contracts.  Paper  varieties  and  surcharges  were  not  covered. 


The  theme  of  the  exhibit  was  set  up  by  a “log  of  events  as  gathered  from  official 
I'reasury  correspondence.” 


Early  Winter  1862-63: 

Spencer  M.  Clark,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing’s  Office  of  Construc- 
tion in  the  Treasury  Department,  proposed  “the  unadopted  greenback  designs  be  used 
for  the  new  National  Currency.”  These  full-face  historical  subjects  taken  from  paintings 
in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  were  to  be  used  in  chronological  order.  The  engravings 
were  nearly  complete,  being  made  for  use  on  U.S.  Notes  by  Bureau  engravers.  However, 
they  were  not  used  on  National  Currency  fronts  but  the  idea  of  the  design  subjects  was 
used  in  determining  the  subjects  for  the  vignettes  on  the  backs  of  the  National  Currency. 

(Shown  was  a Clark  essay  for  the  one-dollar  note — “The  Landing  of  Columbus  after 
the  Vanderlyn  painting  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda,  engraved  by  James  Duthie.  The  five- 
dollar  essay  “DeSoto  Discovering  the  Mississippi”  after  Powell’s  painting  in  the  same 
place,  was  engraved  by  Henry  Gugler.) 

Noon  March  2g,  1863 

The  date  on  which  the  bids  for  National  Currency  were  to  be  opened.  This  accord- 
ing to  an  advertisement  appearing  in  many  newspapers  throughout  the  land  stating  in 
part:  “To  artists,  engravers,  others  . . . designs  for  National  Currency  are  hereby  invited 
—to  he  issued  under  Act  of  Congress  Feb.  25,  1863  ••  • will  pay  not  to  exceed  two 
hundred  dollars  for  each  note  . . . bids  opened  29th  day  of  March  12  P/M  copy  E.O.D. 
till  Mar.  29,  1863.” 

Chronicle,  Star,  Republican 


March  28,  1863 

In  a letter  to  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  National  Bank  Note  Co 
refused  to  reveal  drawings  and  plans  for  National  Currency  to  business  rivals,  so  will 
not  submit  plans  openly  on  March  29th  but  will  cooperate  individualh . 
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June  16,  1863 

S.  P.  Chase  in  a letter  to  W.  D.  Wilson,  manager  of  Continental  Bank  Note  Co. — 
“models  for  $5  and  $10  notes  for  National  Currency  approved  . . . subject  to  modifications 
. . . delivery  of  die  plate  E.T.C.  3 months  from  today.” 

July  30,  1863 

U.  S.  Treasury  Department  and  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  agree  that  Continental 
shall  engrave  and  produce  the  $5  and  $10  National  Currency. 

(Shown  were  proof  vignettes  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company’s  essays  for 
the  five-dollar  note — -two  vignettes  for  the  face  and  one  for  the  back.) 

September  21,  1863 

“Examined  models  of  the  $5  and  $10  National  Currency  notes  submitted  this  day 
by  you  . . . suggest  some  changes.”  To  George  W.  Elatch  of  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

September  23,  1863 

“Receipt  this  day  of  proofs  of  the  $5  and  $10  National  Currency  notes  . . . surprised 
that  the  dies  were  hardened  . . . against  my  instructions  ...  I must  regret  your  action 
and  desire  an  explanation. 

S.  P.  Chase 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

To  Alex  C.  Wilson,  Esq. 

Pres.,  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  New  York 
October  30,  1863 

To  Hon.  Hugh  McCullough,  Comptroller  of  Currency 

After  the  most  earnest  reflection  I am  able  to  give  the  matter  I am  prepared  to 
recommend  the  following  course  for  you  to  adopt  in  regards  to  National  Currency. 

First,  I would  divide  the  denominations  of  the  $5  and  $10,  giving  the  $5  to  the 
Continental  and  the  $10  to  the  American.  . . . 

Sincerely, 

Spencer  M.  Clark 


(Shown  were  photographs  of  the  models  received  from  Continental  for  the  ten-dollar 
note  backs.  See  Gene  Hessler’s  article  in  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  125.  Also  shown 
were : 


(Proofs  of  the  three  engravings  of  the  “Landing  of  Columbus”  for  the  back  of  the 
five-dollar  note  as  done  by  Walter  Shirlaw,  Louis  Delnoce  and  James  Bannister,  along 
with  examples  of  Shirlaw’s  and  Delnoce’s  engravings  on  the  back  of  the  notes  . . . 

specimens  of  the  two  different  faces  [the  Act  of  Feb.  25,  1863  and  the  Act  of  June  3. 

1864]  ...  a five-dollar  note  showing  a small  five-pointed  star  to  the  left  of  the  upper 
left  plate  position  letter,  this  being  a plate  replacement  note  [see  below]  . . . die  proofs 
of  the  state  coats  of  arms  as  they  appear  on  the  backs  of  the  first  charter  National 

Currency,  a wash  model  of  the  Vermont  arms,  and  die  proofs  of  various  logos  . . . 

die  proofs  of  the  vignette  on  the  back  of  the  Continental  essay  as  well  as  a die  proof 
of  the  “DeSoto  Discovering  the  Mississippi”  vignette  by  E.  Girsch  as  used  on  the  back 
of  the  issued  ten  by  American  Bank  Note  ...  a proof  note,  die  proofs  of  the  vignettes 
and  an  example  of  the  issued  ten  dollar  note.) 
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An  essay,  consisting  of  an  engraving  by  Henry  Cugier  of  the  Bureau,  after  a photograph  of 
Powell’s  painting  in  the  Capitol  rotunda,  of  DeSoto  discovering  the  Mississippi.  It  was 
executed  at  the  suggestion  of  Spencer  Clark  for  the  face  vignette  of  the  $5  Legal  Tender 
greenback,  was  rejected,  but  the  motif,  engraved  this  time  by  F.  Cirsch  of  American  Bank 
Note  Co.,  emerged  on  the  back  of  the  $10  National  Currency. 


A Significant  Star  Note  Discovery 


no^ms  of 


Ml<:OIIAiVIfcS 


The  “discovery”  star  note,  exhibited  at  Atlanta  for  the  first  time.  A $5  first  charter  National 
Bank  Note,  series  1875.  The  small  five-pointed  star  to  the  left  of  the  upper  left  plate 
position  letter  identifies  this  note  as  having  been  printed  by  a replacement  pirate,  the 
original  plate  having  worn  out.  The  star  is  very  difficult  to  see  when  a note  has  been 

subjected  to  wear. 


EFERRED  to  above  and  of  special  interest  was  the  $5  star  note.  In  this  case,  the 
star  did  not  signify  a replacement  note  (as  In  modern  currency)  but  a replacement 
plate,  a fact  learned  by  Dr.  fackson  from  his  research  in  the  National  Archives. 
Perhaps  four  or  five  such  $5  star  notes  are  known.  An  excellent  description  of  one  ot 
these  items  and  Its  discovery  is  printed  In  the  catalog  for  the  Nov.  7,  1977  sale  of 
Hickman  and  Oakes,  P.  O.  Drawer  14S6,  Iowa  City,  loua  52240. 


164 
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Close-up  of  fhe  newly-discovered  star  note.  Photography  by  Boutrelle. 

“$5  1875  The  State  N.B.  of  Boston  . . . This  may  well  be  a very  significant  note.  We  purchased 
it  over  2^  years  ago.  We  honestly  did  not  know  what  the  star  next  to  check  letter  meant,  but  we 
decided  to  retain  the  note  until  we  found  out.  Thanks  to  Dr.  Glenn  Jackson,  who  uncovered  the  information 
and  revealed  it  to  us  at  the  Memphis  paper  money  show',  we  now  know  that  it  indicates  that  a new, 
or  replacement  plate  was  used  to  print  the  note.  We  had  observed  later  issues  where  the  check  letter 

was  advanced,  and  in  the  case  of  very  large  banks,  a double  check  letter,  or  a combination  of  a check 

letter  and  a numeral  were  (sic)  used.  The  significance  of  this  discovery  specimen  is  that  it  is  evidence  of 
the  earliest  use  of  a star  on  our  paper  money  to  indicate  a replacement.  We  have  information  that  sug- 
gests as  many  as  55,000  impressions  were  possible  before  a die  (sic)  was  no  longer  fit  to  print  notes. 
We  feel  this  is  a very  high  figure  and  was  seldom  achieved.  The  serial  number  of  this  specimen,  even 
when  added  to  the  15,565  sheets  issued  in  the  original  series  equals  only  41,199.  This  would  prove  that 

this  plate  was  replaced  long  before  55,000  impressions.  A more  probable  figure  is  closer  to  20  to  25,000 

impressions.  Very  few  First  Charter  period  banks  exceeded  that  number  of  sheets  in  any  single  denomination.” 


VIRGINIA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  RECEIVES  DE  LA  RUE  DIE 

The  November  1976  issue  of  Stamp  Collecting  (London)  carried  the  following  item 
of  interest  to  essay-proof  collectors: 

A die  struck  in  1862  by  Thomas  De  La  Rue  & Co.  for  the  Confederate  States  5 cents 
blue — the  only  issued  American  postage  stamp  ever  to  be  printed  abroad — has  been  given 
to  the  Virginia  Historical  Society  by  the  De  La  Rue  Co.  Ltd.,  the  presentation  being 
made  by  the  Chairman,  Sir  Arthur  Norman.  The  design  (the  head  of  Jefferson  Davis) 
and  engraving  of  the  stamp  was  carried  out  by  Joubert  de  la  Ferte,  the  famous  stamp 
engraver  of  the  19th  century,  whose  first  stamp  engraving  (on  behalf  of  De  La  Rue) 
was  the  Queen’s  head  for  the  British  4d.  carmine  of  1855. 

One  great  weakness  of  the  Confederate  States  was  the  almost  total  lack  of  any 
manufacturing  industry.  This  lead  to  the  arrival  in  England  in  1861  of  a Major  Ben 
Ficklin  at  the  head  of  a buying  mission  for  white  silk  gloves,  tea,  saddlery  and  postage 
stamps. 

In  November  1862,  De  La  Rue  despatched  the  first  part  of  the  Confederate  States’ 
order.  This  included  5,000,000  of  the  5 cents  stamps  (in  sheets  of  400)  together  with 
paper,  blue  ink  and  a printing  plate  so  that  further  printings  could  be  made  by  the  firm 
of  Archer  & Daly  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  The  stamps  and  equipment  were  sagely  delivered 
at  Wilmington  aboard  the  blockade  runner  Robert  E.  Lee.  The  next  consignment  was  less 
fortunate,  the  blockade-runner  Bermuda  being  captured  by  the  Federalist  Mercedita. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  136  165 

ESSAYS 

For 

U.  S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer 
Revised  By  Falk  Finkelburg 


IMPORTANT-PLEASE  READ! 

Procedures  for  Amending  These  Listings 

All  correspondence  about,  additions,  corrections  and  objections  to  the  following 
listings  should  be  directed  to  Falk  Finkelburg,  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727,  the 
compiler,  not  to  the  editor  of  this  magazine. 

These  serialized  listings  are  to  be  regarded  as  preliminary  to  the  final  catalog 
in  book  form.  In  order  to  make  the  latter  as  accurate  and  useful  as  possible, 
responsible  comments  and  assistance  are  welcomed  by  Mr.  Finkelburg. 


(Continued) 


July  22,  :868. 

117E-C.  TWELVE  CENTS. 

Same  as  stamp  with  smaller  nu- 
merals. 

Die  size  47x51  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  James  Smil- 
lie.  Frame  engraved  by  George 
W.  Thurber. 

a.  Die  on  card;  (scarce) 

black 

aa.  Complete  vignette  only,  incribed 
in  pencil  “Adriatic.” 

On  India  paper;  (rare) 

black 

b.  Die  on  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card;  (scarce) 

black 

rose 

yellow 

scarlet 

dark  red-brown 


blue-green 

blue 

dull  violet 
grey-black 
orange-brown 
yellow-brown 
dull  orange-red 

c.  Die  on  India  paper  cut  to  stamp 
size;  (scarce) 

black 

dull  dusky  red-orange 
deep  orange-red 
dim  blue 


117E-Cd 


i66 
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d.  Same  but  with  small  numeral  not 
printed  and  larger  numeral  drawn 
in  pencil;  (unique) 

black 

Small  numerals  as  117E-Cc. 


117E-Ce 

e.  Same  perforated  12,  grilled  9x9, 
gummed; 

green 

rose-red 

pale  rose-red 

yellow-brown 

red-brown 

orange 

blue 

dull  violet 
dull  red-violet 
yellow-orange 


117E-D.  TWELVE  CENTS. 

Typographed  design  similar  to 
117E-C.  Engraved  in  relief  for 
surface  printing;  lines  are  all 
heavier;  ground  of  upper  label  is 
solid  color;  letters  of  United  States 
as  well  as  POSTAGE  are  colorless. 
Design  size  as  adopted. 

a.  Impression  from  the  untrimmed 
die,  heavily  struck,  throwing  the 
whites  into  relief  and  color  cover- 
ing the  borders  beyond  the  white 
line  exterior  of  the  frame;  full  size 
is  58x45  mm.  On  cardboard;  (rare) 


brown -red 
green 
black 
red-brown 

b.  Same  on  thin  pinkish  wove  paper 
(scarce) 

grey-black 

dull  deep  orange-red 

dark  red-orange 

c.  Same  impression  on  thick  white 
wove  paper;  (rare) 

carmine 

green  (on  proof  paper) 

d.  Impression  from  the  trimmed  die 
stamp  size  on  white  paper;  (scarce) 

carmine 

orange 

brown 

lilac 

green 

e.  Same  on  thin  white  wove  paper; 
(scarce) 

carmine 

grey-black 

dull  dark  red-orange 
deep  orange-red 

f.  Same  on  pinkish  wove  paper 

g.  Same  perforated  12,  gummed; 
(scarce) 

red-brown 

h.  Same  on  yellow  wove  paper, 
imperforate;  (scarce) 

grey-black 
carmme 
red-brown 
dark  red-  violet 

i.  Same  grilled  11x13;  (rare) 

red-brown 

3.  Same  on  white  laid  paper;  (scarce) 
gray 

gray-black 

brown 

red-brown 

k.  Same  on  yellow  laid  paper; 
(scarce) 

red-brown 

brown 

dull  red-violet 
carmine 

l.  Same  on  salmon  laid  paper; 
(scarce) 

red-brown 
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m.  Same  on  pinkish  laid  paper; 
(scarce) 

red-brown 

gray 

n.  Same  grilled  11x13,  gummed; 
(rare) 

red-brown 

o.  Same  on  dull  red-violet  laid  paper; 
(scarce) 

gray 


117E-E.  TWELVE  CENTS. 

Same  as  117E-D,  but  lithographed. 
Author — J.  MacDonough. 


117E-Ea 

a.  Portion  of  vignette  only  15x11  mm. 
in  solid  color  63x32  mm.  On  white 
ivory  paper;  (rare) 

black  (seen  signed  J.  MacDon- 
ough) 

b.  Complete  impression  from  untrim- 
med stone  in  solid  color  about 
63x63  mm.  On  white  ivory  paper; 
(rare) 

black  (seen  signed  J.  MacDon- 
ough) 

c.  Same  trimmed  to  stamp  size.  On 
glossy  surfaced  thin  white  wove 
paper,  (scarce) 

carmine 

rose-pink 

yellow 

blue-green 

dim  red-violet 

pale  red-violet 

deep  red-orange 

dull  dark  red-orange 

dull  dark  yellow-orange 

dark  violet-red 

pale  grey 

d.  Same  on  thick  white  wove  paper; 
(scarce) 

yellow 
violet-red 
deen  red-violet 


, 


118E-C 

July  22,  1868. 

118E-C.  FIFTEEN  CENTS. 

Complete  design  as  Type  I stamp 
but  smaller  numerals. 

Size  of  die  62x49  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  James  Smil- 
lie.  Frame  engraved  by  Douglas 
S.  Ronaldson. 

a.  Vignette  only  on  India  paper 
mounted  on  India  paper  block 
62x62  mm.  sunk  on  card,  (rare) 

dark  blue 

b.  Incomplete.  No  outer  frame  line 
or  shading  outside  frame  scrolls; 

(very  rare); 
black 

c.  Completed  die  on  India  paper,  die 
sunk  on  card,  (rare); 

black 

scarlet 

orange-brown 

green 

dull  violet 

red-brown  (signed  by  J.  Smille) 


119Ea 

119E-A.  FIFTEEN  CENTS.  TYPE  H. 


i68 
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a.  Design  Type  II  frame  only  with 
diagonal  lines  inside  frame,  (rare); 

black 

red-brown 

b.  Same  with  vignette;  mounted  in 
place,  (rare); 

red  brown  frame,  blue  vignette 

119E-B.  FIFTEEN  CENTS.  TYPE  II. 

1903.  Complete  engraving  of  is- 
sued design.  A new  die  was  made 
by  B.  E.  & P.  for  the  vignette 
from  original  composite  die  129E- 
A.  The  space  between  new  blue 
border  line  and  vignette  is  wider 
on  top  corner  curves  than  on  top 
and  ends  and  there  is  no  line  at 
left  next  vignette.  The  lower  left 
corner  of  vignette  is  rounded, 
rather  than  sharp  cornered  as  on 
original  die. 

a.  1903.  On  white  wove  paper  ab. 
30x30  mm.  from  85  P.O.D.  Al- 
bums. (Scott  119P2) 

red-brown  and  blue 

b.  1915.  On  pale  cream  soft  wove 
paper  26x26  mm. 

red-brown  and  blue 


129Ea 

129E-A.  FIFTEEN  CENTS.  TYPE  III. 

Circa,  Aug.,  1868. 

Probably  essayed  after  George  T. 
Jones  proposal  of  July  20,  1868. 

Adopted  Type  III  design  in  one 
color  overprinted  “15.” 

Die  size  65x49  mm. 

Die  on  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card. 

a.  Overprint  in  red;  (rare) 

orange-brown 

blue-green 

ultramarine 

violet 

red-brown 


b.  Same,  overprint  in  ultramarine, 
(rare) ; 

rose-red 
dull  scarlet 
dark  red-brown 

c.  Same,  overprint  in  blue-green, 
(rare) ; 

scarlet 

orange-brown 
dark  red-brown 


129E-A.  FIFTEEN  CENTS.  TYPE  III. 

1903.  Complete  engraving  of  re- 
issued design.  New  dies  were 
made  by  B.  E.  8z  P.  for  frame  and 
vignette  from  original  composite 
die  129E-A.  The  space  between 
new  blue  border  line  and  vignette 
is  wider  on  top  corner  curves  than 
on  top  and  ends  and  there  is  no 
line  at  left  next  vignette.  The 
lower  left  corner  of  vignette  is 
rounded,  rather  than  sharp  cor- 
nered as  on  original  die. 

a.  1903.  On  white  wove  paper  about 
30x30  mm.  from  85  P.O.D.  Albums. 
(Scott’s  129P2) 

orange  brown  and  blue 

b.  1915.  On  pale  cream  soft  wove 
paper  26x26  mm. 

red-brown  and  blue 


129E-d 

d.  Design  Type  III  frame  only  large 
numerals  without  any  lines  in- 
side frame  and  without  overprint, 
(rare) ; 

red-brown 

e.  Same  with  vignette  mounted  in 
place,  (very  rare); 

blue  frame,  yellow  vignette 
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f.  Die  design  of  Type  III  stamp  in 
single  color,  on  thin  white  paper 
about  30x30  mm.  under-printed 
with  various  safety  paper  designs 
in  another  color,  probably  fugitive 
ink;  (rare) 

g.  See  safety  paper  overprint  listings. 


120E-C 


July  22,  1868. 

120E-C.  TWENTY-FOUR  CENTS. 

Stamp  design  but  with  smaller  nu- 
merals. 

Vignette  engraved  by  James  Smil- 
lie. 

Frame  engraved  by  Douglas  S. 
Ronaldson. 

aa.  Incomplete  die.  Shading  under 
leaves  at  top  of  frame  and  ribbon 
over  TWENTY  are  unfinished.  Die 
size  102x63  mm.  (very  rare); 

black 


120E-Ca 

a.  Same  completed  with  8 mm.  bands 
of  shaded  colored  lines  31  mm. 
long  overprinted  above  and  below 
vignette;  (rare); 

black  with  carmine  bands 
black  with  violet-brown  bands 


black  with  brown-orange  bands 
orange-brown  with  deep  dull 
violet  bands 

orange-brown  with  blue-green 
bands 

b.  Die  on  India  paper  all  one  color. 
Die  size  59x63  mm.  (rare); 

black 

scarlet 

dark  red-brown 

blue 

violet 

Plate  size  10x10  = 100  Subjects. 
Imprints  top  and  bottom. 

c.  Plate  on  red-salmon  tinted  paper; 

black 

d.  Plate  on  orange-buff  tinted  paper; 

black 

e.  Plate  on  dull  yellowish  tinted 
paper; 

black 

f.  Plate  on  blue  tinted  paper; 

black 

g.  Plate  on  gray  tinted  paper; 
(scarce) 

black 

h.  Plate  on  India  paper,  (scarce); 

black 

i.  Same  perforated  and  gummed; 

black 

j.  On  cardboard,  imperforate; 

black 


120E-Db 

120E-D.  TWENTY-FOUR  CENTS. 

a.  Bi-colored  die  impressions  of  stamp 
design  frame  with  vignette  printed 
separately  and  mounted  in  place; 
On  India  paper  on  card;  (rare) 
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frame  dull  violet,  vignette  green 
frame  violet,  vignette  red 
frame  green,  vignette  violet 
frame  rose,  vignette  green 

b.  Die  of  frame  only  with  3 border 
lines  in  vignette.  On  India  paper 
on  card;  (rare) 

light  green 
dark  green 

c.  Same  with  only  2 border  lines  in 
vignette  as  adopted.  On  India 
paper  block  sunk  on  India  paper 
on  card;  (rare) 

green 


120E-E.  TWENTY-FOUR  CENTS. 

1903.  Complete  engraving  of  is- 
sued design.  A new  die  was  made 
by  B.  E.  & P.  from  an  old  die  of 
the  frame  120E-D  with  three  lines 
bordering  the  vignette,  whereas 
the  issued  design  has  but  two  lines. 
The  vignette  was  transferred  from 
the  complete  die  before  separation 
of  vignette,  and  a new  border  line 
was  added  which  is  a little  farther 
from  the  vignette  on  top  and  ends 
but  closer  on  the  bottom  than  on 
original  design. 

a.  1903.  On  white  wove  paper  about 
29x30  mm.  from  85  P.O.D.  Albums 
(Scott’s  120P2) 

blue-green  and  dusky  violet 

b.  1915.  On  pale  cream  soft  wove 
paper  27x27  mm. 

green  and  dull  violet 


mmm 


121E-C 

121E-C.  THIRTY  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  70x51  mm. 

Size  of  design  21.5x22  mm.  Sur- 
render of  (^en.  Burgoyne  after 
Trumbull’s  painting. 

Vignette  engraved  by  James  Smii- 
lie. 


a.  Die  on  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card;  (rare) 

black 

carmine 

rose-red 

light  brown-red 

red-brown 

brown-orange 

orange 

red-orange 

yellow-green 

blue 

dull  dark  violet 

yellow-brown 

scarlet 

b.  Same  on  stiff  ivory  paper;  (scarce) 

black 

c.  Die  on  India  paper  cut  to  stamp 
size;  (scarce) 

dim  deep  orange-red 
deep  orange-yellow 
dim  deep  blue-green 
dim  dusky  blue 

d.  Die  sunk  on  white  card  78x58  mm. 
(scarce) 

dusky  blue 

e.  Die  on  white  cardboard  cut  to 
stamp  size;  (scarce) 

dim  orange 

f.  Die  on  proof  paper  about  70x50 
mm.;  (scarce) 

black 

carmine 

scarlet 

red-orange 

green 

violet 

g.  Die  on  ivory  paper,  about  64x50 
mm.  (scarce) 

black 

dark  brown 

scarlet 

blue 

h.  Die  on  ivory  cardboard;  (scarce) 

black 

carmine 

i.  Die  on  clear  white  bond  paper 
about  33x33  mm.;  (scarce) 

black 

blue 

light  red-brown 
orange 
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3.  Die  on  yellowish  cl.)udy  bond  paper 
about  34x34  mm.;  (scarce) 

black 

orange 

light  red-brown 
blue 

k.  Die  on  smoky  yellow-greenish  bond 
paper;  (scarce) 

black 

carmine 

orange 

l.  Die  on  pink  bond  paper  about 
40x40  mm.;  (scarce) 

blue 

orange 

light  red-brown 

m.  Die  on  pale  olive,  buff  paper; 
(scarce) 

black 

dim  orange-red 
orange 

n.  Die  on  thick  yellowish  wove  paper; 
(rare) 

dim  green-blue 

o.  Die  on  marbled  white  ivory  card 
about  40x60  mm..;  (rare) 

black  on  green  veined 
black  on  red-violet  veined 

(See  safety  paper  overprint  list- 
ings. ) 

p.  Plate  on  thin  surface  tinted  paper, 
design  in  black;  (uncommon) 

white 

pale  grayish 

salmon-red 

yellow 

orange 

orange-buff 

pink 

pale  pink 
blue 

light  blue 
pale  green 
brown-violet 


q.  Plate  on  thin  white  wove  paper, 
perforated  and  gummed;  (scarce) 

black 

r.  Plate  on  thick  rough  pitted  card- 
board; (scarce) 


I2IE-C0 

First  U.S.  plate  trial  bi-color. 

Plate  on  bond  paper  with  bands  of 
red  over-printed  at  top  and  bot- 
tom; 

dull  red-violet 


12iE-D 

121E-D.  THIRTY  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  as  adopted. 
Engraved  by  D.  S.  Ronaldson. 

Die  engraving  of  frame  only. 

On  India  paper  mounted  on  India 
paper  block  sunk  on  card;  (rare) 

black 

light  ultramarine 
dark  blue 


black 
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121E-E 

121E-E.  THIRTY  CENTS. 

a.  Die  of  eagle,  shield  and  value  only. 
On  India  paper  on  card;  (rare) 

black 


122E-Cb 

July  22,  1868. 

122E-C.  NINETY  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  62x69  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  Joseph  Ives 
Pease. 

Frame  engraved  by  Douglas  S. 
Ronaldson. 

Printed  in  sheets  of  50. 

a.  Incomplete  die.  No  shading  over 
U.  and  S.  in  lower  corners;  (rare) 

black 

b.  Die  with  small  numerals  com- 
pleted on  India  die  sunk  on  card; 
(rare) 

black 

carmine 

scarlet 

red-brown 

blue-green 

violet 

c.  Plate  on  stamp  paper  imperforare; 
printed  in  sheets  of  10x5-50 — small 
numerals.  Vignette  black  frame; 


dull  violet 
red-brown 
orange-red 
pale  orange-red 
blue 


122E-Cd 

d.  Same  frame  only,  vignette  is  lined 
horizontally  in  same  color,  but 
without  head; 

red-brown 

blue 

dark  blue 
reddish-viole 
dull  violet 
dark  violet 
rose-red 
deep  rose-red 
yellow 

orange-brown 
dark  navy-blue 
blue-green 
deep  blue-green 
dark  blue-green 
orange 


122E-D 

I 122E-D.  NINETY  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  as  adopted. 

Same  frame  but  with  black  vi- 
gnette of  Lincoln  from  1866  15c 
, stamp  mounted  in  place;  (rare) 
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yellow 

deep  blue-green 

dark  navy-blue 

a.  Plate  of  Lincoln  vignette  only — 
On  rough  pitted  thick  gray  paper; 
(scarce) 

black 

b.  Die,  on  India,  vignette  of  Lincoln 
as  used  on  15c  1866;  (scarce) 

black 

1903.  Complete  engraving  of  is- 
sued design.  A new  die  was  made 
by  the  B.  E.  & P.  for  the  frame  by 
transfer  from  122E-E  and  new 
short  horizontal  lines  added  about 
the  vignette  which  are  thicker  :han 
on  original  frame.  The  Lincoln 
vignette  was  transferred  from  the 
1866  15  cents  die  and  a new  oval 
frame  line  added  which  is  thinner 
than  on  the  original  and  measures 
.5  mm.  more  over  all  vertically 
than  on  original  prints  measured. 

c.  1903.  On  white  wove  paper  ab. 
29x30  mm.  from  85  P.O.D.  Albums. 
(Scott’s  122P2) 

d.  1915.  On  pale  cream  soft  wove 
paper; 

deep  violet-red  and  black 


122E-E 

122E-E.  NINETY  CENTS. 

a.  Die  with  numerals  enlarged  as 
adopted;  Die  on  India  die  sunk  on 
card,  (rare) 

black 

carmine 

b.  Plate  of  frame  only  large  numerals 
as  adopted,  mounted  on  block  sunk 
card:  (scarce) 

2 lines  at  top, 

3 lines  at  bottom; 

rose-red 

c.  3 lines  at  top, 

2 lines  at  bottom; 
red-brown 

(To  be  continued) 


Offered  and  illustrated  in  the  Stanley  Gibbons  Auction  catalog  of  the  Oct. 
13-14,  1977  sale  is  what  is  stated  to  be  S.  1944  Armed  Forces,  ‘‘Post- 
age Free”,  progressive  proof  of  helmet  in  blue,  frame,  on  glazed  card, 
central  vignette  in  three  stages  of  development , finished  stamp  in  black, 
bluish-grey  by  G.  JV . Megee,  finished  die  proof,  signed  E.  R.  Grove, 
(stated  only  2 known);  all  fine.”  Estimated  at  £30. 
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Clifford  Leak*s 


Minutia  of  Engraving 

Amotlier  Use  for  the  U,  12e  1869  Vignette 

Ihave  just  acquired  another  National  Bank  Note  Company  production — an  Orinoco 
Navigation  Company  share  certificate  dated  May  19,  1874.  The  vignette  is  twin 
to  the  larger  “S.  S.  Adriatic”  format  that  was  used  on  the  well-known  $10  bank 
note  of  the  Citizen’s  Bank  of  Louisiana.  The  stock  die,  of  course,  was  model  for  the 
small  format  design  on  the  12c  stamp  of  the  U.  S.  1869  pictorial  series. 


io-aaaaijt  mi  txa. 


SHARES  S 10 0. EACH 
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International / American  Bank  Note  Co. 
Makes  Annual  Report  for  1976 

Shareholders  in  international  Bank  Note  Co.,  parent  of  the  American  Bank 
Note  Co.,  were  treated  to  a group  of  spectacularly  beautiful  intaglio  engravings  on 
the  covers  and  two  pages  of  ABNCo.’s  1976  annual  report.  The  vignettes  on  the  front 
cover,  printed  in  blue,  were  of  scenes  of  Manhattan  and  the  New  York  financial  district, 
while  a magnificent  eagle  with  open  beak  and  poised  wings  graced  the  back  cover. 
Between  the  two  covers  was  an  inserted  opaline  sheet  (two  pages)  with  note  counters, 
lathework,  ornamental  devices,  initials  and  patriotic  vignettes  familiar  to  collectors. 

The  substance  of  the  report  was  equally  spectacular.  Edward  H.  Weitzen,  chairman 
of  the  boards  of  both  concerns,  wrote,  “1976  has  been  the  most  successful  year  in  the 
history  of  our  company.”  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.,  the  English  subsidiary,  also 
enjoyed  its  most  impressive  year.  Weitzen  noted  the  sale  of  a 60%  interest  in  Canadian 
Bank  Note  Co.  to  a Canadian  syndicate  from  the  owner  to  whom  ABNCo.  had  pre- 
viously sold  it. 

ABNCo.  is  intensifying  its  seminars  in  detection  and  recognition  of  fraudulent 
securities  in  light  of  the  introduction  of  color  copying  machines.  ABN  Securities  Systems, 
Inc.  has  successfully  marketed  its  high-speed  currency  processing  equipment  to  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  of  New  York.  Sales  of  stock  certificates  and  bonds  continued  strong, 
evidencing  the  desire  of  many  individuals  to  have  a tangible  evidence  of  ownership. 
Foreign  bank  notes,  travelers’  cheques  and  U.  S.  food  stamps  added  substantially  to 
sales  volume. 

Newer  products  such  as  intaglio-printed  driver’s  licenses,  motor  vehicle  titles  and 
birth  certificates  continued  to  find  acceptance,  as  well  as  the  U.  S.  Postal  Panels,  sold 
by  the  Postal  Service.  In  connection  with  the  latter,  Weitzen  wrote:  “We  are  actively 
seeking  new  ways  in  which  to  utilize  our  assets,  including  our  archives,  which  contain 
priceless  engravings  depicting  the  historic  development  of  our  country.  Currently  we 
are  exploring  a number  of  interesting  projects  which,  if  successful  in  test  markets,  may 
result  in  the  further  profitable  use  of  these  assets.” 

He  was  probably  referring  to  the  rather  slow-moving  program  of  ‘U.  S.  Historic 
Currency” — bank  note  designs  engraved  in  silver — and  to  a new  venture  with  Time/ 
Life  books.  It  is  called  the  “Opening  of  the  West”  collection  and  will  consist  of  seven 
folios.  The  initial  folder  is  titled  .“The  Indians.”  It  includes  reproductions  of  the  Tomb- 
stone, Ariz.,  Mill  & Mining  Co.;  paper  money  of  the  Kansas  Mining  Co.,  and  four 
vignettes,  including  a idealized  portrait  of  Minnehaha,  wife  of  Longfellow  s Hiawatha. 

The  themes  of  other  folios,  to  be  released  at  bimonthly  intervals,  include  The 
Miners,”  “Cowboys  and  Cattlemen,”  “Explorers,  Hunters  and  Voyageurs,”  “Clipper 
Ships  and  River  Boats,”  “Railroads  and  Railroadmen,”  and  “Early  Pioneers  and  First 

Settlers.” 

On  the  back  of  each  engraving  is  a pen-and-ink  certificadon  which  dates  and 
authenticates  the  engraving  as  having  been  reproduced  from  the  original  plate  or  dies. 

The  series  is  being  offered  on  a subscription  basis,  with  each  folio  priced  at  $9-95- 
All  subscribers  will  receive,  without  additional  cost,  a boxed  collector  s album  la  oun 
in  tan  hopsacking,  with  French  marble  papers  on  the  cover  sides. 

In  the  more  utilitarian-printed  report  of  the  1977  shareholders  meeting  of  IBNCo., 
Weitzen  revealed  that  the  concern  is  seeking  to  sell  its  remaining  40%  interest  in  Canadian 
Bank  Note.  Also,  he  pointed  out  the  ABNCo.  distributes  all  U.  S.  food  coupons  for 
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the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  that  the  production  of  them  in  the  Bronx  plant  is 
completely  computerized. 

Also,  ABNCo.  has  been  awarded  a contract  to  develop  a more  secure  passport  for 
the  State  Department  and  it  delivered  three  Magna  Presses  for  currency  to  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing  with  a fourth  to  be  installed  shortly. 


CONTROLLING  INTEREST  IN  CANADIAN 
BANK  NOTE  CO.  SOLD 

Included  in  the  Feb.  7,  1977  newsletter  of  the  Ontario  Paper  Money  Group,  was 
the  following  news  items  from  the  Toronto  “Globe  and  Mail  Report  on  Business”  of 
Jan.  II,  1977: 

Toronto  businessmen  have  purchased  the  controlling  interest  in  Canadian  Bank  Note 
Co.  Ltd.  of  Ottawa  from  the  company’s  C.  R.  Worthen,  for  “a  little  more”  than  $7- 
million. 

The  new  owners  are  W.  F.  Mitchell,  G.  F.  Plummer  and  Douglas  Arends,  partners 
in  Mitchell,  Plummer  and  Co.  Ltd.  of  Toronto. 

Mr.  Worthen  had  purchased  his  60  per  cent  interest  in  the  company  from  American 
Bank  Note  Co.,  a subsidiary  of  International  Banknote  Co.  Inc.  of  New  York,  in  1973 
for  $6-million.  Mr.  Arends  said  Mr.  Worthen  will  stay  on  as  president. 

Canadian  Bank  Note  is  one  of  two  companies  in  Canada  that  specialize  in  producing 
bank  notes,  bond  and  share  certificates,  postage  and  revenue  stamps,  cheques,  drafts  and 
passports.  Its  sales  are  estimated  at  about  $ii-million  a year. 

American  Bank  Note  continues  to  keep  its  40  per  cent  interest,  but  Mr.  Arends  said 
the  new  control  group  is  “looking  at  ways  in  which  this  might  be  reduced.”  But  American 
continues  to  be  a “friendly  partner”  and  the  association  gives  the  Canadian  company 
access  to  the  U.S.  partner’s  technology. 

Although  Mitchell,  Plummer  is  a company  that  specializes  in  company  mergers  and 
acquisitions,  its  partners  did  not  acquire  Canadian  Bank  Note  as  a temporary  investment, 
Mr.  Arends  said. 

“We  have  been  very  interested  in  the  company  for  three  or  four  years  and  it’s  some- 
thing we’ve  wanted  to  be  able  to  build.”  Canadian  Bank  Note  “is  a real  growth  com- 
pany,” and  has  been  experiencing  higher  sales  in  the  recent  inflationary  period. 


Coin  World  Almanac,  1977  (second)  edition.  Soft  cover,  1002  pages,  $10.00  from  Amos 
Press,  Sidney,  OH  45365. 

This  second  edition  of  the  unique  numismatic  publication  from  the  Coin  Jf^orld 
people  contains  nearly  200  pages  more  than  the  original,  with  50%  new  and  30%  up- 
dated matter.  Among  the  new  matter  is  a book-length  section  of  how  to  order  world 
coins  and  a compilation  of  numismatic  items  issued  in  connection  with  the  Bicentennial. 
As  before,  the  sections  on  the  history  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  Federal  Reserve 
System,  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  and  “paper  money”  are  of  most  interest 
to  syngraphists.  “Numismatics  and  the  Law”  includes  many  useful  references  to  the 
legal  basis  of  our  paper  currency. 


BRM 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales 
Essays  and  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Barbara  R.  Mueller,  225  S.  Fischer  Ave.,  Jefferson,  WI  53549  or  to: 

Falk  Finkelburg,  P.  O.  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727  for  sales  of  United  States 
essays  and  proofs. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 

Reported  by  Barbara  R.  Mueller 


For  Syngraphists 


Stanley  Gibbons  Auctions  Ltd.  London.  Sale  of  April  27,  1976 

World  Banknote  Proofs,  Essays  and  Specimens 


Est.  Real- 
Value  ized 

PRINTER’S  PROOFS  (19th  & 20th  Centuries) 

Bahamas — The  Bank  of  Nassau:  10  shillings,  18 — . Proof  on  thin  paper, 
not  numbered  or  signed  but  perforated  “Specimen  C.  Skipper  & 

East”  over  Treasurer’s  signature  area;  attractive  vignette  of  the 
young  Queen  Victoria  at  top  centre.  Some  staining  around  edge 

margin,  otherwise  Good  VF  £660  £575 

Brazil — National  Bank:  100  Reis,  Serie  lA,  Estampa  lA.  Proof  on  bank- 
note paper,  with  circular  crimson  “Waterlow  & Sons  Specimen” 
imprint  at  right.  Attractive  vignette  in  centre  of  three  female 
figures  depicting  “Commerce”,  “Justice”  & “Agriculture”.  EF  ....  255  190 


■■  ■ ( 


Bulgaria — National  Bank:  50  Gold  Leva,  obverse  and  reverse.  (Pick 
24).  Two  small  hole  cancels  on  each  and  slight  mounting  marks 

on  left-hand  reverse.  Good  VF  k ‘A’  ’ 

China — The  Chartered  Bank  of  India,  Australia  & China:  10  Dollars, 

Tientsin  (undated).  Good  VF  .• '7  • ’ ’ ; ' ’ ; AAc  ’ lo'A' 

Great  Britain — Scotland:  Bank  of  Scotland,  £1,  Edinburgh,  1825  (S.G. 
52a).  Proof  on  thin  paper,  from  original  plate  engraved  by  Perkins, 
Bacon  & Petch,  London.  Small  vertical  tear  at  bottom,  otherwise 
Good  VF  


22  13 

125  94 

100  74 
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Italy — National  Agricultural  Bank,  Florence:  500  Lire,  Law  of  21st 
June,  1869.  Proof  on  thick  paper,  hole-cancelled  and  overprinted 
“Specimen”  over  signature  areas.  Attractive  vignette  depicts  head 

of  female  figure  “Agriculture”  at  top.  VF  

Italy — Bank  of  Rome:  5 Lire,  uniface  proof  on  thin  paper  (undated), 
hole-cancelled  over  number  areas,  some  slight  foxing,  other- 
wise EF  


420 

350 

80 

64 

Uruguay — Italo-Oriental  Bank:  100  Pesos,  Montevideo,  10th  June,  1889. 

Proof  on  watermarked  paper,  not  signed  or  numbered,  with  large 
margin  at  left  and  circular  crimson  overprint  “Waterlow  & Sons 
Specimen”  at  right.  3 female  figures  in  centre  depicting  the  “Arts”, 

“Commerce”  and  “Agriculture”.  Near  EF  345  290 


“SPECIMEN”  NOTES 


British  West  Africa — Currency  Board:  10,  20  Shillings,  31st  March,  1953 
(Pick  7,  10),  both  overprinted  “Specimen”,  numbered  000000,  hole- 

cancelled.  UNC  65  45 

Costa  Rica — Anglo-Costa  Rican  Bank:  1 Colon  (Law  23rd  June,  1917); 

5,  10  & 20  Colones  1st  January  19 — (Pick  15-17).  Overprinted 
“Muestra  Sin  Valor”  in  red,  all  numbered  but  not  signed  (un- 
issued). UNC  75  58 
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Cuba — National  Bank:  20,  50  and  100  Pesos  (Pick  146-48)  overprinted 
“Muestra”  and  hole-cancelled  over  signature  areas.  Left  hand  sign- 
ature Che  (Che  Guevara).  UNC  

France,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Poiters  & Vienne,  50  Centimes,  October 

1915  issue,  overprinted  “Specimen”.  Near  EF  

Germany — Reichsbank:  Two  Million  Marks,  23rd  July  1923  (Pick  90) 

overprinted  “Muster”  (Specimen)  EF 

Germany — Federal  Republic:  10  DM.  1948  (Pick  5),  cancelled  serial 
number  3895269  in  red,  overprinted  “Muster”  (Specimen)  UNC  . . 
Germany — Bank  Deutsche  Lander:  10  DM.  1949  (Pick  16),  cancelled 
serial  number  5166382,  overprinted  “Muster”  (Specimen).  UNC  . . 
Great  Britain — Scotland  The  Union  Bank  of  Scotland,  £20,  1st  May, 
1877  (S.G.  22)  black  and  green  uniface  printing,  overprinted 
“Specimen”  in  black  in  three  places  and  hole-cancelled  over 

Cashier’s  signature  area.  Near  EF  

— Ditto,  £10,  4th  April,  1905  (S.G.  33)  Waterlow  & Sons,  London,  over- 
printed “Specimen”  in  black  across  face,  not  signed  or  dated  (un- 
issued). Good  VF  

Guatemala — “El  Banco  Agricola  Hipotecario”:  500  Pesos,  18 — (Pick 
11)  with  circular  “Waterlow  & Sons  Specimen”  overprint  in  red, 
hole-cancelled  over  signature  and  date  area;  very  attractive 

vignette  at  left  of  Neptune  and  three  sea  horses.  Good  VF  

Haiti — National  Bank:  1,  2,  5,  10,  50,  100,  250  and  500  Gourdes,  undated 
(Pick  36,  44,  48,  51,  56,  60-62),  ABNC  Printing,  overstamped  “Speci- 
men” in  red,  hole-cancelled  over  signature  areas  and  numbered 

“000000”.  UNC  ; 

Honduras — Central  Bank:  1,  10,  20,  50  and  100  Lempiras  (Pick  46,  50, 
53,  55,  56),  overprinted  “Muestra  Sin  Valor”  in  red,  hole-cancelled 


over  signature  areas.  UNC  • 

Italy — Bank  of  Italy:  “Campione  d’ltalia”,  1,000,  5,000  and  10,000  Lire 

(Pick  84-86)  “Specimen”  set.  UNC  

Jordan — Hashemite  Kingdom;  500  Fils  + 1,  5 and  10  Dinars  (Pick  lb,  6, 

7,  8),  overprinted  “Specimen”  in  red,  numbered  “000000”.  UNC  . . 
Latvia— Bank  of  Latvia:  50  Latu,  1924  (Pick  16)  overprint  “Specimen 
Waterlow  & Sons  Ltd.”  in  black  on  both  sides  of  note,  hole-can- 
celled over  signature  areas.  No.  “468”  at  top;  some  slight  thinning 

on  right-hand  reverse  edge,  otherwise  Near  EF  

Mongolia — Peoples’  Republic,  State  Bank:  1,  3,  5,  10,  25,  50  and  100 

Tugriks  (Pick  28-34),  “Specimen”  set.  UNC  

Nigeria — Central  Bank:  50  Kobo,  1,  5 and  10  Naira  (Pick  14-17) _^er- 
printed  “Specimen”  in  red  on  reverse,  numbered  “000000  . EF  . . 
Portugal — Cape  Verde:  National  Overseas  Bank,  100  Escudos,  1st 
January,  1921  (Pick  22)  with  red  “Specimen”  overprint,  also 
perforated  “Specimen”  over  number  area,  two  hole-cancels  at 

top.  EF  iAAji 

Portugal-Mozambique  Co.:  5 Pounds  Sterling,  Beira,  15th  January,  1934 

(Pick  R.17)  perforated  “Cancelado”  in  two  places.  EF  

South  Africa— The  Standard  Bank:  £1,  Pretoria  Branch  J Transvaal 
issue),  1st  July  1919  (No.  406678)  perforated  “Cancelled  . Condition 

VG  but  a scarce  early  item  r-"  " W ■: A ' c" 

Sudan— Bank  of  Sudan:  25  and  50  Piastres,  1,  5 and  10  Sudanese 
Pounds,  dated  1971/74,  numbered  “000000”  overprinted  Can- 
celled” in  red,  and  perforated  “Specimen  - UNC  ‘ ' 

Syria— “Banque  de  Syrie  et  du  Grand  Liban  : 50  Pounds,  Darnascus, 
1st  Sept.  1939  (Pick  44)  circular  “Bradbury  Wilkinson  & Co. 
Specimen”  overprint  over  signature  area,  also  perforated  Canceiiea  . 




—£100,  1935,  circuiar  “Bradbury  Wiikinson  & 


over  signature  area,  also  perforated  “Cancelled  . EF 


500 


Syria — Central  Bank:  1,  5,  10,  25,  50  and  100  and 

(Pick  86-92)  overprinted  “Specimen  without  value 
overprint  in  Arabic.  No.  000000.  EF  


Pounds,  1958 
in  red,  same 


15 

14 

14 

7 

12 

9 

85 

64 

34 

24 

145 

115 

165 

135 

745 

650 

125 

95 

80 

64 

135 

95 

175 

140 

235 

195 

175 

150 

35 

33 

365 

290 

160 

135 

95 

74 

240 

200 

340 

290 

455 

375 

165 

105 

I;80 
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Sold  at  the  NASCA  auction  of  May  2/-2S,  IQ77 

of  so-called  ^‘Giori  test  notes’’  printed  in  Germany  during  the  production 
of  the  Giori  currency  presses. 
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For  Philatelists 


Kaufmann  Auction,  Washington,  D.C.  Sale  of  June  24-25,  1977. 

Hawaii  Essays  and  Proofs 


5c  Black  Kamehameka  III  Proof  on  Thick  Wove  (5TC),  small  1 

margins,  slight  surface  faults  E-M  I 

13c  Black  Kamehameka  III  Proof  on  thin  Wove  (6TC),  3 margins, 

small  faults  E-M 

Ic  Purple  Plate  Proof  (30P),  Large  margins,  tiny  tropical  stains 

otherwise  VF  75.00 

2c  Rose  Vermilion  Plate  Proof  (31P),  vibrant  color,  large  margins. 

Extremely  Fine  75.00 

Ic  Yellow  Plate  Proof  (74P),  large  margins,  small  hinge  stain. 

Very  Fine  60.00 

5c  Rose  Lake  Plate  Proof  (76P),  large  margins,  fresh.  Extremely 

Fine  60.00 

10c  Yellow  Green  Plate  Proof  (77P),  large  margins,  fresh. 

Extremely  Fine  60.00 

5c  Blue  Plate  Proof  (37P),  Huge  to  small  margins,  incl.  part 

imprint  at  B,  trifle  rubbed  and  light  stains  otherwise  Fine  ....  75.00 

5c  Black  Brown  (02E1)  Large  Die  Essay  of  incomplete  design  in 
lower  ribbon,  mounted  on  10.5  x 14  cm  card,  mounting  marks 

on  reverse,  fresh.  Fine  + E-K 

2c  Green  (OlPl)  Large  Die  Proof  mounted  on  10.5  x 14  cm  card, 

light  mounting  marks  on  reverse,  fresh.  Fine  +,  Most  attractive  225.00 
5c  Black  Brown  (02P1)  Large  Die  Proof  mounted  on  10.5  x 14  cm 

card,  light  mounting  marks  on  reverse,  fresh.  Fine  + 225.00 


United  States 

lc-$5  Columbian  (230P1-245P1),  a Postmaster  presentation  set  of 
Large  Die  proofs,  not  die  sunk,  but  printed  directly  on  card 
(approx.  14x22  cm),  with  presentation  letter  signed  “Jno 
Wanamaker,”  Postmaster  General,  fresh  colors,  foxing  on  all 
cards  varying  from  light  to  heavy  otherwise  Very  Fine, 

Scarce  and  Most  Desirable  2850.00 

lc-$5  Columbians  (230P4-245P4),  Plate  proofs  on  card,  HR,  some 

toning  otherwise  a Fine-Very  Fine  set  1072.00 

634E  lc-$2  Trans-Mississippi  (285E-293F),  Complete  set  of  Bi- 
colored Die  Essays 


1350.00 

60.00 

80.00 

72.50 

65.00 
100.00 

85.00 

300.00 

325.00 
1350.00 


2300.00 

1150.00 

2600.00 


Kelleher  Sale  No.  533 


Possibly  the  most  notable  single  auction  of  1977  consisting  of  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs 
exclusively  was  the  Daniel  F.  Kelleher  Co.,  Inc.  sale  of  June  28th  in  Boston.  The  465 
lots  were  well  described  in  the  attractive  catalog,  with  nearly  all  of  them  illustrated, 
including  color  plates  of  a $i  Omaha  bicolor  die  essay  and  the  2c  Rosewater  wash  drawing 
essay  in  brilliant  red  for  the  same  set.  Indeed,  the  catalog  together  with  the  list  of 
prices  realized  is  a valuable  addition  to  a specialist  s library. 


Obviously,  it  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  results  here,  so  instead  of  attempting  a 
tabulation,  w^e  will  hit  highlights  and  summarize  trends: 

The  19th  century  section  consisted  largely  of  Columbian  and  Omaha  trial  color  die  proofs  and  the 
bicolor  die  essays  of  the  latter,  a complete  set  of  which  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  brought  $2900  against 
an  estimate  of  $2500.  A set  of  “Specimen”  Omahas  also  brought  over  estimate,  $2700  vs.  :t)i  S90- 

Early  20th  century  was  punctuated  by  the  Ostrander  Smith  essays  for  the  I an  Americans.  Individual 
pencil  drawings  for  the  frames  went  for  $700  to  $1000  each,  while  a lot  0 nine  p ioto.,rap  is  0 
original  essays  plus  subject  source  photos  sold  for  $800.  A set  of  ‘engravers  large  die  check  proofs 
on  wove  paper  with  control  numbers,  only  one  of  each  known  according  to  the  auctioneer  went  for  $2200 
Regular  large  die  proofs  sold  for  $.8oo-$i900.  The  I’anama-I’acihc  large  die  proofs  ^ 

were  estimated  at  $2600  but  sold  for  $3200.  Completed  photographic  essays  in  stamp  size  mounted  on 


i82 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  136 


card  sold  for  $380  each.  Sold  as  one  lot  were  large  die  essays  for  the  2c  and  5c  Peace  Centennial  (Brazer 
537-AE  and  BE),  and  a large  die  proof  with  control  number  and  plain  large  die  proof  of  the  3c  Victory 
stamp  at  a price  of  $3500. 

Large  die  proofs  of  the  Pilgrim  series  went  for  $3800,  while  a ic  large  die  essay  on  India  with 
sky  shading  omitted  was  worth  $500  to  some  buyer.  The  Huguenot-Walloon  set  was  represented  by  a 
set  of  large  die  proofs  on  India  sunk  on  card  signed  by  Postmaster  General  Harry  S.  New  at  $2500,  a 
pencil  drawing  for  the  vignette  of  the  ic  at  $950,  and  C.  A.  Huston’s  original  wash  drawing  for  the  5c 
vignette  at  $800. 

Similar  lots  of  essays  of  the  1920s  commemoratives  highlighted  the  next  section.  Of  interest  to  readers 
of  the  article  on  the  1926  Sesquicentennial  stamp  design  development  in  Journal  No.  129  are  three  essays: 
Brazer  629E-A  at  $750,  Brazer  629aE-A,  B (3c)  at  $850,  and  the  Edmund  F.  Ward  drawing  at  $800. 
The  Dwiggins  design  for  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colon*'  stamp  used  in  Quarterman  Publications  advertise- 
ments and  on  the  dust  jacket  for  their  Brazer  catalog  reprint  sold  for  $600. 

The  Washington  Bicentennials  were  represented  by  a complete  set  of  large  die  proofs  on  wove  with 
Bureau  serial  numbers  at  $12,000  and  another  complete  set  of  small  die  proofs  on  white  wove  at 
$10,500. 

From  that  point  on,  there  was  a dazzling  array  of  beautiful  and  seldom  seen  die  proofs  of  commemor- 
atives  through  the  3c  Steel  Industry  stamp.  Truly  sensational  was  a complete  set  of  35  small  die  proofs 
on  white  wove  of  the  Famous  Americans  for  $24,000.  IMany  similar  large  die  “engraver’s  stock  proofs’’ 

of  the  late  40s  and  early  50s  averaged  $200  each. 

Even  more  intriguing  were  various  lots  of  essays.  For  example,  a set  of  12  diflFerent  Navy  and  10 

different  Army  unaccepted  designs  in  stamp  size  water  color  drawings  in  blue  by  Steven  Dohanos  sold 

for  $6500.  In  the  Wildlife  Conservation  series  of  1956,  eight  lots  of  original  sketch  essays  by  Bob 
Hines  went  for  $3600.  Another  grouping  of  seven  lots  of  Hines’  art  for  the  3c  Whooping  Cranes  stamp 
brought  $3000. 

In  the  airmail  section  was  a set  of  large  die  proofs  of  C4-6  signed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  which 
went  to  $7750,  while  a similar  set  of  C7-9,  also  from  the  Roosevelt  collection,  brought  $4000.  An 
interesting  lot  that  sold  for  $800  was  a transfer  roll  proof  of  C13  impressed  on  fiber  board  from  the 
original  master  die  after  hardening.  This  proof  is  a negative  albino  impression.  A set  of  ic  to  $i  parcel 
post  large  die  proofs  on  India  from  the  Roosevelt  collection  brought  $9,000  versus  a $6,000  estimate. 

Completing  the  sale  was  a comprehensive  section  of  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  small  die 
proofs.  Representative  realizations  were:  $8500  for  4o-47P2a  : $4,000  for  73P2a  ; $6500  for  the  Omahas; 
$3800  for  the  Pan-Americans;  $3800  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase;  $4,000  for  the  Panama-Pacifics ; $1050 
for  the  Merry  Widow  special  delivery;  $1450  for  j3i-7P2a;  $2,800  for  the  IC-90C  State  Department 
officials;  and  $7,500  for  the  parcel  post  set. 

Ernest  Wilkens  calls  attention  to  the  report  of  seemingly  the  same  material  from  the 
Caroline  Prentice  Cromwell  collection  in  Irwin  Heiman’s  sale  of  Nov.  7-8,  1957  in  Journal 
No.  60.  Anyone  interested  in  the  “investment”  possibilities  of  essays  and  proofs  is  urged 
to  compare  the  realization  in  the  two  sales.  A sampling  shows  that  in  the  Cromwell 
sale  the  Omaha  bicolor  die  essays  sold  for  $77.50  and  all  the  Ostrander  Smith  essays 
for  the  Pan-Americans  sold  for  $900!  The  Panama-Pacific  large  die  proofs  went  for 
$575)  the  Pilgrims  for  $220.  The  Ward  drawing  for  the  White  Plains  was  worth  $26 
then.  The  Washington  Bicentennial  large  die  proofs  went  for  $775,  the  C4-6  large  die 
proofs  for  $440,  and  the  parcel  posts  $600. 

Auction  Accents 

Sale  II  of  the  Sothehy  Parke  Bernet  Stamp  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  held  July  13-15,  1977 
included  a section  of  special  essay-proof  interest  on  post  office  seals,  especially  oXi,  the 
large  green  seal  used  on  packages  of  registered  mail  sent  from  one  post  office  to  another: 

Specialized  Post  Office  Seals 
Trial  Colors 

#OXlTC,  Bistre,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  unlisted,  VERY 

FINE  ECV  125-150  70.00 

#OXlTC,  Bistre,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  unlisted,  some 

age  stains  o/w  VERY  FINE ECV  75-100  65.00 
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#OXlTC,  Orange  Brown,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  India,  with  colored 
border  LL  corner  missing  plus  2 corners  thin  not  affecting  design,  o/w 

scarce  VERY  FINE ECV  50-75 

#OXlTC,  Blue  & Green,  large  Sunken  Die  Trial  color  proof  on  card,  VERY 

fine  ECV  125-150 

#0X1TC,  Blue  & Green,  perforated  & gummed  trial  color  proof  on  pslure 

paper,  unlisted,  VERY  FINE  ECV  75-100 

#OXlTC,  Blue  & Green,  perforated  & gummed  trial  color  on  wove  paper, 
bits  of  paper  adhering  to  gum  o/w  VERY  FINE  appearance  . . .ECV  50-75 
#OXlTC,  Green,  Large  Die  trial  color  Proof  on  wove  with  partial  colored 

border,  VERY  FINE  ECV  150-200 

#OXlTC,  Green,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card  with  full  color  border, 

VERY  FINE  ECV  150-200 

#OXlTC,  Green,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  with  full  colored  border  on 

glazed  paper,  thin  & corner  crease  o/w  VERY  FINE  ECV  75-100 

#OXlTC,  Brown,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  thin  wove  paper,  VERY 

FINE  ECV  100-125 

#OXlTC,  Brown,  perforated  & gummed,  trial  color  proof  on  wove  paper, 

unlisted,  VERY  FINE  ECV  75-100 

#OXlTC,  Brown,  perforated  & gummed  trial  color  proof  on  wove  paper, 

creased,  o/w  VERY  FINE  appearance ECV  50-75 

#OXlTC  Deep  Brown,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  pelure  paper,  light 
crease  & natural  paper  wrinkle  in  margin,  o/w  VERY  FINE  ECV  100-120 
#OXlTC,  Chocolate,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  VERY 

FINE  ECV  150-200 

#OXlTC  Chocolate,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  with  full  colored 
border,  defect  in  corner  not  affecting  design,  o/w  VERY  FINE 

ECV  100-120 

#OXlTC,  Chocolate,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  with  full  colored  border 

on  card,  VERY  FINE ECV  150-200 

#OXlTC,  Chocolate,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  full  colored  border,  thin 
& stain  on  reverse  not  affecting  face,  o/w  VERY  FINE  appearance 

ECV  50-75 

#OXlTC  Black  Brown,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  India, 

VERY  FINE  ECV  150-175 

#OXlTC,  Black  Brown,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  vert,  laid  paper, 

VERY  FINE  ECV  150-200 

#OXlTC,  Rose,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  VERY  FINE 

ECV  150-200 

#OXlTC,  Rose,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  unlisted,  light 

stains  o/w  VERY  FINE ECV  50-75 

#OXlTC,  Blue  & Brown,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  VERY  FINE 

ECV  150-175 

#OXlTC,  Blue  & Brown,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  pelure  paper,  VERY 

FJNE  ECV  125-150 

#OXlTC  Ultra.,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  wove,  VERY  FINE 

ECV  75-100 

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card  light 

stain  in  margin,  VERY  FINE  appearance • - ECV  50-75 

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  medium  paper  2 
corners  cut  diagonally  & creased  not  affecting  design,  o/w  VERY  r IN  E 

appearance • • • • J ^ 

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  w/wide  colored  border 

on  glazed  paper,  damaged  corner,  o/w  VERY  FINE  ••••••• 

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  with  Partial 

border,  VERY  FINE  1 ^ 

#OXlTC  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  Partial  Colored  border 

thick  wove  paper,  VERY  FINE  

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  light  cm’d, 

#OXlTC,  Blue,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  glazed  paper  with  full  colored 

border,  VERY  FINE • -FCV 

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  India,  J^^’^^25-150 

#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  wove  paper^^^ 

colored  border,  sm.  faults  bottom  margin,  o/w  VERY  FINE  ECV  100-120 
#OXlTC,  Ultramarine,  perforated  & gummed  trial  color  proof  on  pelure 
unlisted,  VERY  FINE  ECV  75-100 


40.00 

95.00 

55.00 

75.00 
105.00 

105.00 

60.00 
80.00 
60.00 

35.00 

80.00 

110.00 

75.00 
105.00 

35.00 

80.00 
105.00 
105.00 

55.00 
105.00 

90.00 

65.00 

36.00 

40.00 

32.00 

70.00 

70.00 
105.00 

95.00 

55.00 

55.00 

65.00 
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#OXlTC,  Bright  Violet,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card,  Partial 

colored  border,  VERY  FINE  ECV  100-125  70.00 

#OXlTC,  Violet,  Large  Sunken  Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  card  with  Partial 

colored  border,  VERY  FINE  ECV  100-120  75.00 

#OX3TC,  Black,  large  sunken  die  trial  color  proof  on  India  on  card  #4585, 

VERY  FINE  ECV  100-125  120.00 

#OX3TC,  Green,  large  sunken  die  trial  color  proof  on  India  on  card,  #4585, 

minute  stains  o/w  VERY  FINE  ECV  75-100  120.00 

#OX3TC,  Vermilion,  large  sunken  die  trial  color  proof  on  India  on  card, 

#4585,  VERY  FINE  ECV  100-125  120.00 

#OX3TC,  Orange,  large  sunken  die  trial  color  proof  on  India  on  card,  #4585, 

VERY  FINE  ECV  100-125  115.00 

#OX3TC,  Blue,  large  sunken  die  trial  color  proof  on  India  on  card.  #4585, 

minute  stains  o/w  VERY  FINE  ECV  75-100  90.00 

#OX3TC,  Green,  L shaped  imperf  block  of  6,  with  only  partial  impression  of 
bottom  row  of  stamps.  On  bond  paper  with  M/S  9/27/10  “34”  on  back. 
Probably  largest  multiple  known,  Rare,  one  stamp  stained  ECV  300-350  210.00 
#OX3TC,  Green,  vert,  block  of  6,  perforated  & gummed  on  stamp  paper, 
some  perf  faults  & stain,  2 bottom  stamps  only  partial  impression. 
Probably  largest  multiple  known.  Rare ECV  200-250  180.00 


Large  Die  Proof 

#OXlP  Green,  large  die  proof  on  card,  VERY  FINE  110.00  105.00 

#OXlP,  Green,  large  die  proof  on  thick  card,  VERY  FINE 110.00  90.00 

#OXlP4,  Deep  Green,  Plate  Proof  on  card,  VERY  FINE  ECV  50-75  145.00 

#OXlP  Green,  large  hybrid  die  proof  on  card,  slight  stains  o/w  VERY  FINE 

ECV  30-40  21.00 

#OXlP,  Green,  large  hybrid  die  proof  on  card,  light  mount  stain,  o/w  VERY 

FINE  ECV  40-50  32.00 

#OXlP,  Green,  large  die  proof  on  India,  VERY  FINE,  Scare  . . .ECV  100-120  75.00 

#OXlP  Green,  Large  die  proof  on  perlure  paper  large  margins,  VERY  FINE, 

Rare ECV  150-200  105.00 

#OXlP,  Green,  large  die  proof  on  card,  cut  to  shape,  VERY  FINE  . . . .110.00  20.00 

#OXlP,  Albino  impression,  large  die  proof  on  card,  scarce,  VERY  FINE 

ECV  50-75  45.00 

#OXlP,  Green,  large  die  proof  on  heavy  paper  cut  to  shape,  FINE  . . . .110.00  20.00 
#OXlP  Green,  large  die  proof  on  wove  paper,  tear  in  margin,  o/w  VERY 

FINE  ECV  30-40  26.00 

#OX3P,  Brown,  large  die  hybrid  proof  on  card,  signed,  Ronaldson,  Oldham 

& Jones,  unlisted,  VERY  FINE  ECV  200-250  150.00 


In  the  same  sale,  some  interesting  proofs  and  specimens  of  the  large  first  issue 
newspaper  stamps  sold  as  follows: 


1st  Issue  Newspaper  Stamps 
Trial  Colors 

#PR3TC5,  25c  Blue  Green,  bottom  Impt.  & pi.  #40  block  of  6 trial  color  proof 
on  thick  cream  wove  paper,  thin  at  top  left,  o/w  VERY  FINE  appearance 

ECV  150-200 

#PR4TC5,  5c  Lake,  (2)  both  perforated  Trial  Color  Proofs,  scarce,  FINE- 
VERY  FINE  35.00 


260.00 

45.00 


Proofs 

#PR4P1,  5c  Blue,  signed:  “large  die  proof  on  india,  Costales”,  on  back, 

imperf  with  even  margins  around,  VERY  FINE  125.00  180.00 

#PR2P1,  10c  Green,  signed:  “large  die  proof  on  india.  Costales”  on  back, 

imperf  with  margins  around,  VERY  FINE  125.00  180.00 


Specimens 

#PR2SC,  10c  Blue  Green,  “SPECIMEN”  ovpt.  in  Red,  perfs  cut  design  as 
usual.  Rare,  55,00 


120.00 
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1485 

1486 

1487 

1488 

1489 

1490 

1491 

1492 

1493 

1494 

1495 

1496 
*497 


137* 

1282 

864 

1308 

880 

1256 

*370 

*386 

1162 

*03 

1212 

24* 

*446 

1400 

*236 

*353 
1408 
625 
*309 
128 1 
1410 


1309 


1022 

1285 

*375 

995 

1302 

1298 

1013 


Secretary’s  JReport 

By  David  E.  AIcGuire,  iM embershtp  Secretary 
Box  189  Route  35,  Katonah,  NY  10536 

Members  Admitted 

Sundman,  Donald  J.,  96  Main  St.,  Camden,  New  York  13316  (Dealer)  by  David  E.  McGuire 
Bowers,  Q.  David,  6922  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Suite  600,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90028  (Dealer)  by 
David  E.  McGuire 

Mule,  Joseph,  Jr.,  3000  E.  Sunrise  Blvd.,  Penthouse  7,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  33304  (Proofs 
and  essays)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

Dennis,  William  L.,  5453  Peacock  Lane,  Riverside,  Calif.  92505  (U.S.)  by  David  E.  McGuire 
Mendlowitz,  Edward,  43  Arden  Road,  Old  Bridge,  New  Jersey  08857  (Stamps  and  currency 
with  same  design)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

Walsh,  AL,  7808  34th  Ave.  N.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T3B  1P3,  Canada  (British  Empire)  by 
David  E.  McGuire 

Golden,  Irving,  5322  Russell  Ave.  #27,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90027  (U.S.  revenues  and 

banknotes)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

Nylander,  Gerald,  2165  S.  Tonne,  Apt.  loi,  Arlington  Heights,  111.  60005  (Washington- 
Franklin  Heads)  by  David  E.  AIcGuire 

Alevizos,  George,  Box  5159,  Santa  Alonica,  Calif.  90405  (Dealer)  by  David  E.  McGuire 
Schell,  Randall  E.,  Ii6  Allerton  Rd.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45405  (U.S.  bank  note  stamps)  by 

David  E.  McGuire 

Engel,  Carl  Thomas,  1141  Aladison  Ave.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077  (No  specialty  given) 
by  David  E.  AIcGuire 

Townsend  Wesley  P.,  152  Guyot  Ave.,  Princeton,  N.J.  08540  (No  specialty  given)  by 
Kenneth  Alinuse 

Owens,  James  R.,  Box  365,  Weeping  Water,  Nebr.  68463  (U.S.)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

Change  of  Address 

Lisot,  O.  L.,  to  P.O.  Box  607,  Littleton,  Colo.  80160 
Stewart,  Donald,  to  662  S.  Renaud,  Grosse  Pointe  Woods,  Alich.  48236 
Amerlingmeier,  Werner,  to  6770  Timberland  Lane,  Sarasota,  Fla.  33581 
Buckwalter,  Dr.  Lawrence,  to  27  Buchman  Dr.,  Loudonville,  N.Y.  122  ii 
Ehrenberg,  Airs.  Rae  D.,  to  525  Audubon  Ave.,  Apt.  708,  New  York,  N.Y.  10040 
Jung,  Paul  T.,  to  177  Artillery  Loop,  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas  78234 
Knapp,  Rev.  Stephen  A.,  to  S73  W17113  Briargate  Lane,  Aluskego,  Wis.  53*5° 

Richmond,  Russell  F.,  to  C/0  Ketchum,  MacLeod  & Grove,  Inc.,  Four  Gateway  Center, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  15222 

Rorke,  Dr.  Joseph  F.,  to  Taliesin  West,  Scottsdale,  Ariz.  85258 

Harmer,  Cyril  H.  C.,  to  200  Wildcroft  Manor,  Putney  Heath,  London  SW15  3TS  England 

Warm,  Lynne  S.,  to  7240  Estrella  De  Mar,  Carlsbad,  Calif.  92008 

Mozian,  Herant,  to  P.O.  Box  13,  Rutherford,  N.J.  07070 

Hinds,  Norman  C.,  Jr.,  to  P.O.  Box  31,  East  Kingston,  N.H.  03827 

Morycz,  Stanley,  to  600  Union  Rd.,  Engelwood,  Ohio  45322 

Parcell,  John  C.,  to  no  Park  Ave.,  Saranac  Lake,  N.Y.  12983 

Carlson,  Richard  D.,  to  P.O.  Box  272,  Fairborn,  Ohio  45324 

Hayter,  Derek,  to  R.R.  3,  Newmarket,  Ont.  L3Y  4W1,  Canada 

Hicks,  Dr.  Henry  D.,  to  6446  Coburg  Rd.,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  B3H  2A7  Canada 

Buchsbayew,  Dr.  C.,  to  132  W.  34th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  loooi 

Goffery,  James,  to  P.O.  Bo.x  P-461,  Bayshore,  N.Y.  11706^  ^ 

Ching,  Tian  Chiang,  to  4213  Tomas  Claudie,  Paranaque,  Rizal,  3*28,  Philippines 

Member  Deceased 

Varian,  Robert  A.,  Al.D. 


Bain,  Thomas  C. 

Bennett,  Airs.  Lois  F, 
Detjen,  Gustav,  Jr. 
Dromberg,  D.  A. 

Frye,  Joe  F. 

Gabry,  Joseph  J. 

Hill,  Airs.  Adolph  B.,  Jr. 


Resignations 

1407 

1307 

*367 

1462 
1 420 
1 1 66 


Hoffman,  Dr.  Daniel  R. 
Reeves,  Edgar  L. 
Reynolds,  Diane  F. 

Smith,  Elmer  J. 
Weinhofer,  Ludwig 
White,  R.  Bryon 
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Enumeration  of  Membership 


Number  reported  in  Journal  #135  421 

Gains  13 

Losses  14 

Net  Membership  420 

Non-Member  Subscribers  30 


l^iiesiioii  and  Aiisner  Comer 


An  additional  listing  has  been  received 
in  response  to  the  possibility  of 
forming  local  chapters  (see  Item 
134-2).  This  latest  request  comes  from 
member  James  Lee,  P.O.  Box  916,  Ravinia 
Station,  Highland  Park,  Illinois  60035. 
Jim  would  like  to  form  a local  chapter  for 
members  in  the  greater  Chicago  area. 

We  h ave  quite  a few  members  out  that 
way,  so,  if  any  of  you  Chicago  area  mem- 
bers are  interested,  get  on  board.  You 
can  either  write  to  Jim  at  the  address 
listed  above  or  write  to  me,  if  you  prefer, 
and  I’ll  get  you  in  touch  with  each  other. 

I am  not  familiar  with  the  Chicago  area 
or  the  transportation  facilities  available 
there.  Depending  on  how  one  would  travel 
and,  of  course,  how  interested  one  is, 
would  determine  what  geographical 
boundaries  the  greater  Chicago  area  would 
encompass.  Those  of  you  who  live  there 
are  in  a position  to  know,  so  it  would  be 
up  to  you.  Jim  has  volunteered  to  help 
organize  and  oversee  the  formation  of  the 
local  chapter.  Those  interested  would 
need  to  get  in  touch  with  Jim  so  that  time, 
dates  and  meeting  locations  could  be  ar- 
ranged and  adjusted  as  required.  Decid- 
ing on  time,  date  and  locations  might  also 
help  others  decide  whether  or  not  it  is 
feasible  for  them  to  attend.  Jim  is 
enthusiastic  about  making  a successful 
local  chapter  and  I do  wish  him  luck. 
Those  of  you  out  that  way  who  are  inter- 
ested should  get  a move  on  and  contact 
him. 

I'o  give  a bit  more  insight  here,  let  me 
say  that  we  have  members  attending  the 
New  York  meetings  who  travel  quite  a 
distance  in  order  to  attend.  One  member 
has  about  an  hour’s  drive  by  car  to  get  on 
a train  for  an  additional  hour  and  a half 


ride  to  get  to  New  York.  That’s  two  and 
a half  hours  plus  and  that  is  just  one  way! 

Our  member  in  the  Washington,  D.C. 
area  is  still  interested  in  hearing  from 
other  members  in  the  Washington,  D.C., 
Maryland  and  Virginia  region.  Are  any 
of  you  in  that  area  interested  in  forming 
a local  chapter?  If  you  are,  get  off  your 
apathy  and  drop  me  a line.  I’ll  get  you 
in  touch  with  each  other. 

As  long  as  my  train  of  thought  is  con- 
sidering the  subject  of  apathy,  I may  as 
well  pursue  that  a little  further. 

GET  OFF  YOUR  APATHY! 

I have  been  conducting  this  column  for  a 
while  now  and  I must  admit  some  sur- 
prise in  the  response  it  has  produced  from 
the  membership-at-large.  Response  has 
varied  from  minimal  to  non-existent.  Only 
a few  inquiries  have  been  received  and 
almost  no  information  in  response  to  any 
of  the  questions  presented  here.  Some  of 
the  questions  asked  so  far  I admit  may 
not  be  answerable,  but  others  I am  sure 
can  be  answered  by  someone!  As  stated 
in  my  original  column,  if  you  don’t  have 
an  answer  in  its  entirety,  partial  inform- 
ation is  also  useable.  Bits  and  pieces  of 
data,  once  tied  together,  help  make  up  a 
complete  picture.  If  you  can’t  add  facts, 
you  can  contribute  your  opinion  or  theory. 

I don’t  want  to  hear  the  usual  excuses: 
“I’m  too  busy,”  “I  don’t  have  the  time  to 
write,”  etc.  Baloney!  I’m  busy  too.  and 
often  I really  don’t  have  tlie  time  to 
write  either.  But  somehow  1 manage  to 
sit  down  and  grind  out  a column.  It  mav 
get  done  in  dribs  and  drabs,  but  it  gets 
done!  I’m  not  even  sure  anyone  reads 
this  column  so  I must  question  whether  or 
not  it  is  worth  the  effort.  If  you  don’t 
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like  what  you  are  reading  now,  say  so! 
If  you  don’t  like  my  opinion,  that’s  tough! 
At  least  I know  what  my  opinion  is  and 
I’ve  put  it  down  on  paper.  If  you’ve  got 
something  to  say,  then  do  so.  I’ll  see  that 
your  opinion  is  expressed  here  whether  it 
agree  or  disagrees  with  mine. 

In  view  of  what  I’ve  just  stated,  and 
also  considering  that  fact  that  the 
Journal  does  not  have  a regular  “Letters 
to  the  Editor”  column,  I will  attempt  to 
implement  a new  feature  to  the  Q & A 
Corner. 

If  you  have  ever  been  to  London  and 
had  the  time  to  visit  Hyde  Park,  you  will 
know  about  “Speaker’s  Corner.”  There, 
anyone  who  desires  to  do  so  can  mount  his 
or  her  soapbox  and  address  the  passing 
crowd.  Subject  matter  on  any  given  day 
is  wide  and  varied  and  can  be  delivered  in 
any  format  suitable  to  the  speaker.  I have 
observed  this  situation  when  as  many  as  six 
speakers  have  been  holding  sway.  It  can 
be  an  amusing,  entertaining,  provocative 
and  informative  experience.  But  all  else 
aside,  it  boils  down  to  an  ideal  . . . that 
ideal  being  the  right  of  the  individual  to 
express  his  or  her  opinion  to  those  willing 
to  be  objective  enough  to  listen.  Everyone 
has  that  right  and  those  who  don’t  use  it 
give  up  a valuable  privilege. 


With  the  above  thoughts  in  mind,  I pro- 
pose to  have  as  a part  of  this  column, 
“Hyde  Park  Corner.”  “Hyde  Park 
Corner”  will  be  available  to  all  who  wish 
to  use  it.  I urge  you  to  do  so.  It  will 
serve  as  a public  forum  for  whatever  topic 
seems  appropriate  to  those  individuals 
desiring  to  address  the  crowd  about  The 
Essay-Proof  Society  and  its  objectives.  If 
you  desire  to  harangue  the  crowd  through 
“Hyde  Park  Corner,”  be  aware  that  you 
can  express  your  opinion,  but  be  prepared 
for  a counter  opinion  from  someone  else. 
If  you  make  use  of  the  right  to  express 
your  opinion,  someone  else  has  an  equal 
right  to  express  a rebuttal  to  your  state- 
ments. If  you  don’t  care  to  make  use  of 
this  privilege,  just  remember  that  you  are 
the  only  one  at  fault. 

To  close  out  this  edition  of  the  Q & A 
Corner,  I reiterate,  if  you  want  to  be 
beard,  if  you  want  to  participate  in  making 
the  Society  function  succcessfully,  get  off 
your  apathy!  Quit  paying  lip  service  to 
your  membership.  Either  you  are  going 
to  fish  or  you  are  going  to  cut  bait!  It’s 
up  to  you,  you  decide. 

David  E.  McGuire 
Box  189  Route  35 
Katonah,  New  York  10536 


EPS  at  CAPEX  78 


Several  EPS  members  have  expressed  a desire  to  have  some  sort  of  meeting  at  CAPEX 
78 — the  Canadian  International  Philatelic  Exhibition  to  be  held  in  Toronto,  June  9"i8, 
1978.  The  first  prospectus  did  not  carry  any  information  about  making  arrangements 
for  society  lounges,  meetings  or  lecture  programs.  And  as  of  this  writing  (Nov.  i.  I977)> 
a second  prospectus  has  not  been  received. 


However,  information  received  from  people  supposedly  in  the  know  indicates  that 
the  lounge  space  is  already  sold  out.  Nevertheless,  we  are  continuing  efforts  to  arrange 
for  an  EPS  presence  at  CAPEX,  perhaps  on  the  second  weekend  when  the  American 

Philatelic  Society  has  scheduled  its  annual  spring  meeting.  Toronto  is  easily  and  quickly 

reached  from  the  major  population  centers  in  the  eastern  and  northern  United  States,  so 

CAPEX  will  probably  have  broad  representation  from  this  side  of  the  border.  EPS  has 

many  Canadian  members,  too,  so  the  show  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a gathering 
of  the  clan.  We  will  keep  you  informed  of  progress  toward  that  end. 


BRM 
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Rare  U.  S.  Proofs 

#11P3a  (3c  1851  on  rice  paper)  Block  of 
Four,  V.F.-j-,  usual  ink  brush  cancel,  Rare, 

esp.  sound,  Cat.  $1,300  $1,000.00 

#13P2  (10c  1851  Small  Die)  Fine  & 

Sound,  very  elusive.  Cat.  $275+ 

300.00 

#26P3  (3c  1857  on  India)  Horiz.  Pair, 

just  Fine  (at  top)  to  Ex.  Fine  (other  3 

sides).  Rare,  Cat.  $400+  450.00 

36P3  (12c  1857  on  India)  Horizontal  pair, 

V.F.  to  Superb  Margins,  small  thin  1. 
stamp.  Rare,  Cat.  $500  (as  2 singles) 

450.00 

#43P5  (10c  1857  Reprint)  Horiz.  Pair, 
Plate  Proof  on  Stamp  Paper,  VF-S  Mar- 
gins, Unnoticeable  Small  Thin  & Light 
Creases,  P.F.  Cert.,  Rare  & Unlisted 

Net  $500 

#44P5  (12c  1857  Reprint)  Horiz.  Pair, 
Plate  Proof  on  Stamp  Paper,  Pos  18-19, 
Ex.  Fine  Appear.,  Full  OC,  Tiny  Thin  1 
Stamp,  P.F.  Cert.,  Rare  fir  Unlisted 

Net  $500 

#63 PI  (1c  1861  Large  Die)  off  card. 
Small  Thin,  1 x 1 +8^',  V.F.-S.,  Appr, 

Cat.  $650  450.00 

#68P1  (10c  1861  Large  Die)  On  Card, 

V.F.-S.  1 V2"  X 1 Va",  Brilliant  Color,  Cat. 

$650  550.00 

#72P2a  (90c  1861 — Pan.  Pac.  Small  Die) 
V.F.  appear.,  wee  thin  Cr  stain,  Very 
Rare — only  3 to  5 exist,  P.F.  Cert.,  Cat. 

$400  350.00 

#73P3  (2c  Jackson  on  India)  Block  4, 

with  %"  corner  margins,  superb  appear., 
tiny  thin  1 stamp,  A Gem,  Cat.  $450+  + 

500.00 

116P1  (10c  1869  Large  Die),  Very  Fine, 

1 %"  X 1 Slightly  reduced  size.  Rare, 

Cat.  $1,100  850.00 

#119P3  (15c  1869  on  India)  Horiz.  Strip 
of  4,  with  Full  Imprint  & Plate  No.  28, 
Ex.  Fine,  Rare,  Est.  Cat.  $850  ....600.00 
#121  PI  (30c  1869  Large  Die)  Full  Marg., 
Die  Sunk  on  Card  OVa"  x 3%''),  with 
usual  punched  hole  at  bt.  center  of  die 
(not  in  card),  V.F.,  Rare,  Cat.  $1,100 

950.00 

WHAT  ELSE  DO  YOU  NEED  IN  U.S. 
PROOFS  OR  ESSAYS? 

Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 

(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  APS 

CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  EPS 


The  Essay-Proof 
Society,  Inc. 


Publications  Available  to 
Members: 

• Series  of  8 photographs  of 
engraver’s  sample  sheets, 
$1.50  for  each  of  the  8 x 
10  black  ancd  white  repro- 
(ductions. 

• Back  numbers  of  The  Es- 
say-Proof Journal — selected 
issues  at  $3.00  each. 

(The  Finkelburg  revision  of 
the  Brazer  catalog  of  essays 
for  U.  S.  adhesive  stamps  be- 
gan in  Journal  No.  128.) 

All  correspondence  relating  to 
these  publications  as  well  as 
membership  information 
should  be  addressed  to: 


DAVID  E.  McGUIRE 

Membership  Secretary 
Box  189  Route  35 
Katonah,  NY  10536 
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SIMMY’S  STAMP  CO.,  INC. 
PUBLIC  AUCTION  #104 

THE  ROBERT  LEWENTHAL  UNITED  STATES 

OVERPRINT  COLLECTION 


APPROXIMATELY  400  PLUS  LOTS  OF  SPECIMENS  WILL  BE  OFFERED  FOR  AUC- 
TION IN  MID-JANUARY  FROM  THIS  FAMOUS  AND  PROBABLY  THE  FINEST 
HOLDING  OF  “SEPCIMEN”  OVERPRINTS  ERRORS  EVER  HOUSED  IN  ONE  ALBUM. 
WE  BELIEVE  THIS  SALE  WILL  REALIZE  OVER  $150,000.00. 


071F4a 

SOME  OF  THE  RARER  ITEMS  INCLUDE  #3,  4,  24SA,  26SA,  35SA  36bSA  26SF,^2^^ 
1861  CONTROL  OVPTS  CPLT  IN  BLKS  OF  4;  SAMPLE  ‘A  BANKNOTE 
ARROWS;  CPLT  SETS  COLUMBIAN,  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE,  AND  PAN- AM  WITH  4c 
PAN-AM  INVERT;  1895  AND  1902  DEFINITIVES  CPLT;  GUAM  OVPTS  CPLT 
FOR  $1.00,  TYPE  II;  A FULL  SHEET  Of  1 00  OF  Ic  AGRICULTURE  PRINTED  ON  RIBBED 
PAPER  (UNIQUE)  INCLUDING  THE  TWO  DOTTED  ‘‘EYE’’  VARIETIES  PLA^  BLKS  OF 
30  OF  #’s  015,  026,  030,  084;  051  IMPRINT  BLK  Of  8;  ^ANY  ERRORS  INCL.  1 , ^ 3. 
6,  USED  #6,  7,  9,  25,  26,  27,  31,  35,  36,  39,  42,  47,  54  5^,  58  P/^R  W/A 

NORMAL,  59,  61,  63,  65,  83,  92;  OFFICIALS  CPLT  INCL.  THE  $2,  5,  10  AND  $20.00 
STATE  DEPARTMENTS.  ^ 

WE  CONSIDER  THIS  WILL  BE  ONE  Of  THE  MOST  EXCITING  SALES  OF  THE  YEAR. 
CATALOG  TO  BE  FULLY  ILLUSTRATED  WITH  SINGLES  IN  EXACT  SIZE. 

As  you  can  see  . . . SENSIBLE 

COLLECTORS  SELL  THROUGH 
AUCTION  BECAUSE  SERIOUS 
COLLECTORS  BUY  THERE! 

PLACE  YOUR  ALBUM  WHERE 
THE  SERIOUS  MONEY  IS  . . . 
place  it'  with 

“The  Collectors’  Auctioneer”  ® 
800-225-6276 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 
BIA  AFDCS  USPCS 


The 

Collectors’ 
Auctioneer 


'? 


SIMMY'S  5 

STAMP  COMPANY,  INC  ^ 

148  STATE  STREET 

ASDA  APS 


Ref.  First  National  Bank  of  Boston 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 


1 1 


700  SPRINGMILL  STREET 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO  44903 
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IF  YOU  PLAN  TO  SELL; 

GET  THE  TOP  PRICE  FROM  COMPETITIVE  BIDDING— 
IN  THE  AUCTION  THAT  PROPERLY  PRESENTS  YOUR  SE- 
LECTED STAMPS  & SPECIALTIES  OR  AN  ENTIRE  COLLEC- 
TION. 

ONLY  SCHIFF  “ESPECIALLY  FOR  SPECIALISTS”  PUBLIC 
AUCTIONS  DESCRIBE  EACH  LOT  IN  INDIVIDUAL  SECTIONS. 
WE  CROUP  ESSAYS,  PROOFS,  SPECIMENS  & SIMILAR  ALLIED 
MATERIAL  AS  WELL  AS  THE  TRADITIONAL  MINT  & USED 
SINGLE  STAMPS,  ALL  TYPES  OF  POSTAL  HISTORY  COVERS, 
MAJOR  ERRORS  AND  ALL  OTHER  POPULAR  SPECIALTIES. 

EXPERIENCED  PROFESSIONAL  PHILATELISTS  ACCU- 
RATELY DESCRIBE  YOUR  STAMPS  AND  LOT  YOUR  COLLEC- 
TION TO  PROVIDE  THE  MAXIMUM  REALIZATION.  OUR 
COMMISSION  IS  ONLY  20%  OF  THE  PRICE  REALIZED  AND 
THERE  ARE  NO  LOTTING  CHARGES. 

WE  WILL  TRAVEL  ANYWHERE  IN  THE  WORLD  FOR 
VALUABLE  PROPERTIES.  PRIVATE  TREATY  SALES  AND 
OUTRIGHT  PURCHASES  ARRANGED.  CONTACT  US  FOR 
MINIMUM  REQUIREMENTS  AND  DATES  AVAILABLE,  BE- 
FORE SHIPPING. 

Jacques^  C.  Jr.,  3nc. 

195  Main  St.,  Ridgefield  Park,  Nj  07760  Telephone  (201)  641-5566 

From  N.Y.C.  (212)  662-2777 

A Licensed  & Bonded  Auctioneers 
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ROBSON  LOWE  AUCTIONS 


invariably  include  something  of  interest  for  the  collector 

of 


ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 

on  7 December  1977  in  London  we  are  selling  INDIA,  the  mag- 
nificent collection  of  Essays,  Proofs  and  Colour  trials  with  a 
specialised  study  of  the  reprints  of  the  1854  issues  formed  by 
J.  A.  Spence. 

Illustrated  catalogue  by  airmail  $3 


Subscription  rate  cards  for  all  our  auctions  gladly  sent  on  request. 
Collectors  with  limited  interests  of  not  more  than  three  countries 
appreciate  our  BUSY  BUYERS  SERVICE.  Only  catalogues  (or 
cuttings)  of  the  subjects  in  which  you  are  interested  are  des- 
patched, instead  of  all  catalogues.  The  most  economical  way  of 
keeping  up  to  date. 

Details  from:  Mrs.  Gladys  Belton,  The  Auction  House,  39, 
Poole  Hill,  Bournemouth  BH2  5PX,  England. 

With  regular  auctions  held  in  BASLE,  BERMUDA,  BOURNE- 
MOUTH, GENEVA,  JOHANNESBURG,  LONDON  and  MEL- 
BOURNE, we  attract  international  bidding  from  leading  collectors 
and  dealers  and  believe  that 

WE  SELL  YOUR  STAMPS  WHERE  THEY  SELL  BEST 


Suitable  collections,  single  rarities,  specialised  studies,  bulk  ac- 
cumulations, wholesale  lots,  postal  history  or  revenue  stamps  and 
documents  can  always  be  accepted  for  inclusion  in  an  appropriate 
sale. 


ROBSON  LOWE  LTD. 


50  PALL  MALL, 

LONDON  SWIY  5JZ,  ENGLAND. 


Cables:  "Stamps  London  SWl",  Telex:  915  410,  V.A.T.  No.  239/4486/3! 


Dr.  Douglas  Ball 


In  his  February  1977  editorial  in 

% The  Bank  Note  Reporter,  Editor  Austin  Sheheen,  Jr. 

had  this  to  say  of  Dr.  Douglas  Ball: 


“I  first  met  Douglas  at  one  of  those  “rag  pickers”  sessions  sponsored 
by  the  A.N.A.  some  years  ago.  Immediately  we  began  a friendship 


that  has  prompted  many  pieces  of  correspondence,  telephone 
conversations  and  personal  visits.  DURING  THOSE  YEARS  I HAVE 
COME  TO  KNOW  AND  RESPECT  DOUGLAS  AS  ONE  OF  THE 
GREATEST  AUTHORITIES  AND  TRUE  SCHOLARS  OF  THE 
ECONOMIC  AND  FINANCIAL  POLICIES  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  THAT  HAS  EVER  LIVED  . . .” 


In  a past  issue  of 

# Coins  Magazine,  WALTER  BREEN  said  of  Douglas  Ball: 


“Douglas  Ball,  author  of  a splendid  long  foreword  to 
‘The  Register’  (Thian's  Register  of  the  Confederate  Debt), 
is  probably  the  best  informed  collector  of  Confederate 
States  of  American  material  now  alive  . . .” 


Douglas  Ball  has  long  since  expanded  his  horizons  and  abilities  to  all  phases  of  currency. 
He  unquestionably  ranks  amongst  the  most  knowledgeable  leaders  in  the  currency  fraternity. 


DON’T  YOU  THINK  HE  SHOULD  CATALOGUE  YOUR 
COLLECTION  OF  CURRENCY  AND  RELATED  BOOKS, 
ESSAYS,  VIGNETTES  AND  FISCAL  PAPER, 

FOR  ONE  OF  OUR  AUCTION  SALES? 

WE  DO ! LET’S  DISCUSS  IT. 


NASCA  has  instituted  a tradition  that  has  propelled  us  to  the  forefront  in  the  fine  auction  sales  of 
quality  material  of  all  types.  Why  not  write  or  call  Herb  Melnick  today  so  we  may  discuss 
our  most  favorable  consignor  terms  with  you. 


NASCA 


NASCA 

265  Sunrise  Highway  Suite  53 


George  W Ball.  Chairman  of  the  Board 


NUMISraATIC  AND  ANTIQUARIAN  SERVICE  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 

' 265  Sunrise  Highway.  County  Federal  Bldg  . Suite  53 
' Rockville  Centre,  L I . New  York  11570 
■ 516,  764-6677-78 


I Rockville  Centre,  N Y.  11570 
^ Dear  Mr.  Melnick. 

I I wish  to  discuss  the  disposition  of  my  collection 

□ Please  call  me  at  ( — ) 

Q Please  write  me 

Name 


Address 


City^ 


State, 


Zip  Code, 


A-.+i' 


YOU’RE 

ON  THE 

BIG  BOARD 

AT 

HARMERS 

Sell  through  Harmers  and  get 

Concise  and  Experienced  Auction 
Programming^ 

with  full  consideration  to  timing, 
competitive  auctions  and  philatelic 
attractions. 

Projessionally  Produced  Auction 
Catalogues, 

Liberally  illustrated;  produced  hy 
the  Publicity  Department  of 
Harmers. 

An  International  Clientele, 

based  on  the  three  mailing  lists  of 
H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  (New  York), 
H.  R.  Harmer  Ltd.  (London)  and 
H.  R.  Harmer  Australia  Pty.,  Ltd., 
(Sydney,  Australia),  brought  to- 
gether over  decades  of  service  and 
satisfaction. 


Extensive  World-Wide  Advertising, 

generous  at  all  times,  directed  to  areas  of  particular  interest  relative  to  the  auction’s 
contents. 


Top  Specialist  Descrihers, 

with  some  200  years  of  professional  philately  between  them. 

Tull  Insurance  at  all  Times, 

including  transit  insurance  and  “on  premises”  coverage. 

Tree  Appraisals  to  Vendors, 

not  wishful  thinking,  but  factual. 

Guaranteed  Minimum  Realizations, 

based  on  appraisal  figures  (for  a small  additional  charge). 

Advance  Payments  on  Request,  Prompt  Settlements, 

up  to  60%,  based  on  appraisal.  five  weeks  after  the  auction. 


And  All  These  At  The  Normal  Recognized  Commission  Rales! 

We  have  an  excellent  descriptive  booklet  “Modern  Methods  of  Philatelic  Selling”  which  we 

will  be  happy  to  send  gratis. 

H.  R.  HARMER,  INC. 


I he  International  Stamp  Auctioneers 

6 WEST  48th  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10036 

Telephone:  (212)  757-4460  (3  lines)  Cable:  Harmersale,  New  York 


